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General Article 


BELFAST CONGRESS 


Belfast this year! What are we to do about 
it? Regular attenders at our Congresses have 
only one answer, of course—We Shall be there! 
Non-regulars and “ non-starters up to the 
present must be there too, for it will repay 
them from every point of view. 

The Congress, in coming to Belfast, is cer- 
tainly breaking new ground. Let not the 
possible “ break in ground ” between your home 
and Northern Ireland deter you from coming! 
You will get over it in certain comfort by boat 
or in comfort and rapidity by ‘plane. 


THe Crry HALL 


Everything possible is being done to make 
this year’s Congress enjoyable and memorable. 
All tastes will be catered for on every aspect 
of Congress activity. Papers to appeal to all 
have been selected and the readers of them 
and the openers of discussions are all well- 
known in the profession. Functions are almost 
too numerous, but they have become a habit! 
Motor tours have been arranged with a_ fine 
regard to what is most worth seeing in Northern 
Ireland, although it is really all worth seeing. 

Queen’s University, so freely and gladly put 
at our disposal by the authorities, has the best 
possible atmosphere for the serious part of the 
programme. Its surroundings are indeed 
pleasant and will afford an ideal place of relaxa- 
tion from labours between papers, 
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CuaLk ANTRIM COoAsT 


In Belfast itself visitors will find real 
pleasure, Although historically it is but young 
and cannot compete with some of the famous 
centres in which the Congress has been held 
in recent years, the surroundings of the city 
compare more than favourably with those of 
many a town, such beauty spots as Bellevue 
and the Cave Hill being within easy reach of 
the centre of the city. 

With regard to the tours which have been 
arranged—who has not heard of the famous 
Coast Road, Portrush, and the Giant's Cause- 
way? Wespend a day on that tour and unusual 
will be the one who does not revel in it. And 
the Mourne Mountains? Who has not sung of 
them, be his or her singing never so poor? 
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For those who prefer to dwell at the sea 
during the Congress or for longer, there are 
delightful seaside resorts very accessible to 
Belfast. We mention Bangor, Donaghadee and 
Newcastle, a golfer’s paradise. 

The functions are on the usual lines, except 
that at the Banquet this year members will be 
the guests of the Minister of Agriculture on 
behalf of the Government of Northern Ireland. 
We are sure all members of the profession 
will appreciate the high honour that has been 
done us by this invitation. 

Make up your minds to come to the Congress, 
then. If you have been in Northern Treland 
hefore we are sure you are looking forward to 
this visit. If this Congress means your first 
visit we are sure it will not be your last. Every- 
thing calls to you to come, for the Belfast 
Congress will be a good one, and your welcame 
will be as hearty as Irish men can make it. 

J. McA. 


Mr. H. C. S. Whalley, F.1.c , chief chemist, Tate 
and Lyle, Ltd., writes to the British Medical 
Journal, May 4th, 1935: “It may be of interest 
to record that Lyle’s golden syrup, which con- 
tains dextrose, laevulose, and sucrose, has an 
enormously high osmotic pressure. It also has 
the advantage of being completely sterile. I had 
occasion to try the remedy on myself for a 
chemical burn with boiling sulphuric acid. After 
quickly washing off the acid amd drying my 
hand a painful blister formed. When this was 
covered with golden syrup the pain immediately 
abated, and the blister had completely dis- 
appeared in about 15 minutes.” | 


* 

The National Poultry Council is taking steps 
to assume control of the determination of the 
sex of chickens, in order to prevent exploitation 
of this new science and to set up a standard 
for instructors. 


THE GIANT’s CAUSEWAY 


PROFESSOR BANTING HONOURED 


Professor Sir Frederick Grant Banting, of the 
University of Toronto, the discoverer of insulin, 
was presented by the Society of Apothecaries of 
London, at a court dinner held recently in the 
society’s hall, with its gold medal for valuable 
services rendered to the science of therapeutics. 

Sir William Willcox, the senior warden, intro- 
duced Sir Frederick Banting as one of the most 
distinguished research workers in the world. 
Since his discovery of insulin in 1922 he had not 
been idle. There had been several attempts to 
produce insulin before, but they had all failed 
because the ground had not been properly pre- 
pared in advance. Sir Frederick Banting’s 
success was the triumph of splendid patient 
spade work in parsocdy and of the careful 
clinical testing of animals and of human beings. 

Sir Frederick Banting, acknowledging the pre- 
sentation made to him by the deputy master of 
the society, Mr. J. O. Wakelin Barrett, paid a 
tribute to those who were associated with him 
in the early work on insulin. The honour that 
society had paid him, he added, was a symbol 
of the ties which bound the Canadian medical 
profession to the old country. 

* * * 
PEDIGREE RABBIT BREEDING 


The seventh annual Rabbit Conference is to 
be held at Harper Adams Agricultural College 
at Newport, in Shropshire, on Saturday, August 
17th. Pedigree rabbit breeding has made con- 
siderable progress during the past year and the 
demand for livestock is reflected in a concise 
summary of the 27 important breeds and their 
sub-varieties, together with a table showing their 
genetic constitution, prepared by the British 
Rabbit Council, and available from Dr. J. N. 
Pickard, Institute of Animal Genetics, University 
of Edinburgh. 

Comparatively new services for British rabbit 
keepers include the establishment of a_ postal 
library, and the appointment of Dr. Robinson 
as Botanical Adviser so that members may have 
reliable guidance in the identification of green 
plants and avoid the poisonous varieties. A 
veterinary adviser has been assisting breeders for 
several years past. 
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THE N.V.M.A. CONGRESS, 1935 


HE Congress of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association at Belfast is likely to 
prove one of our most successful annual 
gatherings, and the Provisional Committee is to 
be congratulated on the quality and importance, 
from the veterinary point of view, of the papers 
submitted for discussion. As is pointed out in 
the illustrated contribution with which this 
issue of The Veterinary Record commences, 
Belfast has its many charms, not the least of 
which is the Queen’s University, where most 
of the meetings of the various sections are to 
be held. Ulster, too, lends itself to delightful 
tours, the coast route to the Giant’s Causeway 
and that to the Mourne Mountains being par- 
ticularly attractive. It is to be hoped that as 
many veterinary surgeons in Great Britain as 
possible will avail themselves of the opportunity 
of visiting the Sister Isle and be accompanied 
by their ladies, for the success of all N.V.M.A. 
Congresses greatly is due to the latter. It is 
very gratifying that this year’s Banquet is to 
be provided by H.M. Government, Northern 
Ireland, and at the outset we would wish to 
express our thanks to the Government for their 
kind consideration and generosity. Equally, too, 
we would like to thank the Lord Mayor of 
Belfast for his kindness in opening the Congress, 
and for the Civic Reception in the City Hall. 
The subjects for papers in the Veterinary 
Medicine and Surgery Section; in the Experi- 
mental Pathology Section; and the Public 
Health Section, cover a wide field of veterinary 
activity, presented by and opened by veterinary 
surgeons of high standing in the profession, 
and it is to be hoped that as many others as 
possible will join in the discussions, and thus 
add to the practical issues of veterinary science. 
These features will be dealt with by editorial 
comment during the course of the Congress. 
Not the least important of the items of the 
programme is the Dance arranged by the 
Ladies’ Benevolent Guild. We would particu- 
larly stress the necessity of giving this every 
support, owing to the fact that there are so 
many cases of distress among widows and 
dependents of late members of the profession. 


THE BELFAST CONGRESS 
RAILWAY FARES AT REDUCED RATES 
The Railway Companies in Great Britain 
(except the Metropolitan and other lines of the 
London Passenger Transport Board) have 


agreed to issue tickets, available for one calen- 
dar month from the date of issue, at the 
ordinary single fare and one-third for the double 
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journey to passengers travelling to the Asso- 
ciation’s Congress in Belfast. 

This facility will apply from stations in Great 
Britain and to the Irish Ports by railway-owned 
steamers and by the boats of the Belfast Steam- 
ship, British and Irish Steam Packet and the 
City of Cork Steam Packet Companies and of 
Messrs. Burns and Laird Lines, Ltd. 

Vouchers enabling members and visitors to 
get their tickets at the reduced rate are in 
course of preparation and will be supplied as 
soon as possible after receipt of requests stating 
the number of vouchers required, These requests 
should be addressed to the General Secretary, 
N.V.M.A., 2, Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn, 
London, W.C.1. 

As this concession is granted on the under- 
standing that every endeavour will be made to 
ensure that not less than 100 adult persons will 
avail themselves of it, it is hoped that every 
member intending to attend the Congress will 
upply for the vouchers without delay. 

The Association is endeavouring to obtain a 
similar concession from Railways in Ireland 
and if it is successful, an announcement will be 
made in these columns at a later date, 


REVIEW 
Patologia Comparata della Tubercolosi.” 

1935. Vol. 1.) pp. 121. Istituto Vaecinogeno 

Antitubercolare. Milan. L. 20.] 

During the past ten years extensive experi- 
ments on the efficacy of B C G vaccine under 
both experimental and field conditions have been 
undertaken in Italy under the able direction of 
Professor Ascoli. In view of the importance 
and the wide scope of these investigations, a 
new publication entirely devoted to antituber- 
culosis vaccination has just been issued from 
the Istituto Vaccinogeno Antituberecolare at 
Milan. The first number contains four original 
articles dealing with (1) the comparative value 
of B C G and dead vaccines, (2) the value 
of B C G in protecting guinea-pigs against 
spontaneous infection, (8) a staining method for 
the tubercle bacillus, and (4) the effect of the 
simultaneous administration of B C G and 
actinomyces to the guinea-pig; in addition, there 
is an annotation, a book review and a compre- 
hensive bibliography covering all the important 
articles on B C G published since 1926. Sum- 
maries to the original articles are provided in 
English, French and German. 

In the preamble it is stated that the Institute 
is particularly favourably situated for the study 
of the value of attenuated and dead tubercle 
vaccines both in human veterinary 
medicine. Several series of experiments have 
already been concluded, the results of which 
will be published in succeeding issues of the 
journal. 
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N.V.M.A. at Belfast, July 2 29th to 2nd, 1935 


PROGRAMME 
JULY 


SUNDAY, 287TH, 8 pum,.-—* At Home,” North of Ireland V.M.A. (Grand Central Hotel). 
MonpDay, 297TH, 9.30 acm. Opening Congress (Civic and Academic Reception). (Queen’s 
niversity. 
MonpAy,  - 29rn, 10.30 a.m—Opening of Exhibition of Surgical Instruments, Drugs, etc., by the President. 
(Examination Hall, Queen’s University.) 
Monpay, 297TH, 11 a.m.—-Paper: “ Red-water in Cattle.” (Physics Lecture Theatre.) 


Monpay, 29TH, 2 p.m. —Short Tour to Stormont, Mount Stewart and the Ards Peninsula (‘Buses 
leave College Square). 
Monpay, 3 p.m.—Visit to City Abattoir. 


Monpay, 297TH, 8 p.m.—Civie Reception (City Hall, Belfast). 

TuespAy, 307TH, 9.30 a.m.—Paper: “ Coccidiosis in Bovines and Poultry.” (Physics Lecture Theatre.) 

TUESDAY, 307TH, 11 a.m.—Paper: “ The Position of the Veterinary Surgeon in the Control of Milk, 
with special reference to Communicable Diseases.” (Physics Lecture 
Theatre.) 

Tuespay, 30TH, 2.30 p.m.—-Mourne Tour (‘Buses leave College Square). 

TuEspAy, 30TH, 2.30 p.m.—-Operations and Demonstrations in Mr. J. Ewing Johnston’s Infirmary. 


TUESDAY, 307TH, 9 p.m, President’ s Reception. (Grand Central Hotel). 
WEDNESDAY, 31sT, 9.30 a.m.—-Pa “The Modern School of Thought on the Practical Effect of Certain 
Tienes on the Serviceability of Riding Horses.” (Physics 


Lecture Theatre.) 
WEDNESDAY, 31s7, 11 a.m.--Paper: “ Parasitic Worms of the Alimentary and Respiratory Tracts of 
ovines.” (Physics Lecture Theatre.) 
WEDNESDAY, 31s7, 1 p.m,.- -Congress Photograph, 


WEDNESDAY, 31st, 2.30 p.m. -Council Meeting. (Queen’s University.) 

WEDNESDAY, 31sT, 3.30 p.m.--Annual General Meeting. (Queen’s University.) 

8 p.m.-- Banquet by H.M. Government, Northern Ireland. (Grand Central Hotel.) 
AUGUST. 

THURSDAY, 1ST, Tour of Coast Road, Lunch at Giant’s Causeway Hotel, home inland 

(Buses leave College Square). 
THURSDAY, Ist, 9 p.m. —-Dance arranged by Ladies’ Benevolent Guild (Carlton Hall). 
FRIDAY, 2NnD, 9.30 p.m.--Paper: “ The Work of Veterinary Officers, with special reference to the 


Production and Inspection of Imported Meat Foods.” (Physics Lecture 
Theatre.) 
Frinay, 3 p.m.—Closing Meeting. 


SUBJECTS FOR PAPERS 
VETERINARY MEDICINE AND SURGERY SECTION 


(President: J. Ewing Johnston, Esq., M.B.E., J.P., M.R.C,V.S.) 
(Vice-President: J. Kernohan, Esq., M.R.C.Vv.S.) 
(Recording Secretary: R. Moore, Esq., M.R.C.V,S., D.V.S.M.) 
Red-water in Cattle.” 
By F. T. Harvey, F.R.c,v.s., St. Columb. 
Opener: F. W. Hart, m.Rr.c.v.s., Enniskillen. 
2..-“"The Modern School of Thought = on the Practical Effect of Certain Unsoundnesses on 
the Serviceability of Riding Horses.” 
By Major C. H. S. Townsend, 0.B.£., M.c., F-R.C.Vv.S., School of Equitation, Weedon, 
Opener: P. J. Howard, m.R.c.v.s., of Ennis, Co. Clare. 


EXPERIMENTAL , PATHOLOGY SECTION 


(President: Professor J. Basil Buxton, M.A., F.R.C.V.S., D.V.H.) 
(Vice-President: Professor T. G. Browne, M.R.C.V.S.) 
(Recording Secretary: P. L. Shanks, Esq., B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S.) 


1.-—‘ Coecidiosis in Bovines and Poultry.” 
By H. G. Lamont, M.sc., M.r.c.v.s., Stormont. 
Opener: N. Dobson, B.Sc. M.R.C.v.S., Weybridge. 

2. Parasitic Wornis of the Alimentary and Respiratory Tracts of Bovines.” 
By Colonel W. A. Wood, c.B.£., M.A., M.R.C.V.S., Cambridge. 


Opener: FE. L. Taylor, M.R.C.V.S., B.V.S~, D.V.H., Weybridge. 
PUBLIC SECTION 
(President: F. J. Daly, Esq., M.R.C.V.S.) 
(Vice-President: Major Brennan DeVine, M.C., F.R.C.V.S., D.V-S.M.) 
(Recording Secretary: A. McLean, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H.) 


1.—* The Position of the Veterinary Surgeon in the Control of Milk with special reference to Communi- 
cable Diseases.” 
By P. F. Dolan, M.R.c.Vv.S., D.v.s.M., Dublin. 
Opener: J. N. Ritchie, B.sc.. M.R.C.Vv.S., D.v.S.M., Edinburgh. 
2...“ The Work of Veterinary Officers, with special reference to the Production and Inspection of Im- 
ported Meat Foods.” 
By Lieut.-Colonel T. Dunlop bettie 0.B.E,, M.R.C.V.S.. D.V.S.M., London. 
Opener: Arthur Gofton, F.R.c.v.s , Edinburgh. 


HOW TO GET TO BELFAST 
By Sea 


From ScoTLaND, 


Harbour. 
8 a.m. Berth extra. Bookings: Burns, Laird, 52, Robertson Street, Glasgow. 
(3) Glasgow-Belfast, via Ardrossan. Glasgow, depart 10.30 p.m.; arrive 5.45 a.m. 
excepted. 
Bookings : Burns, Laird, 52, Robertson Street, Glasgow. 


From ENGLAND. 


extra. Bookings: Belfast S.S. Co., Royal Liver Buildings, Liverpool. 
By Air 
FROM SCOTLAND, 


Street, Glasgow. 


Glasgow Central Station. 


From ENGLAND. 
London, Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool, Belfast.* Daily (Sundays excepted). 


Belfast, £5 return. Bookings: Railway Air Services, London, Euston Hotel, 


(Bangor and Donaghadee are seaside resorts conveniently near Belfast.) 


arrive 8.15 a.m.; Stranraer, depart 7.5 p.m.; Larne, arrive 9.15 p.m. Bookings : 


Airways, Ltd. London : Essex Airport, Stapleford, Nr. Abridge, Essex. Liverpool : 
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(1) Lorne-Stranraer (short sea route). Daily Service (Sundays excepted). Stranraer, depart 6.5 a.m.; Larne, 


Station Master, Stranraer 


(2) Glasgow-Belfast direct. Daily (Sundays excepted). Glasgow, depart 9 p.m. (Saturdays, 10.45 p.m.); arrive 


(Saturdays and Sundays 


Glasgow-Belfast. Daily (Sundays excepted), Central Station, Glasgow, depart 8.15 a.m. ; 
depart 8.45 a.m. ; Belfast Airport, arrive 9.35 a.m. Fare £3 5s. Od. return. Bookings : 


Victoria Station, depart 2.25 p.m.; Croydon, depart 3.10 p.m.; Birmingham, depart 4.5 p.m. ; 
depart 4.55 p.m.; Liverpool, depart 5.15 p.m.; Belfast, arrive 6.30 p.m., Aldergrove aerodrome. Fare : 
London-Belfast, £9 5s. Od. return ; Birmingham-Belfast, £7 return ; Manchester-Belfast, £5 return ; 
Seymour Street, N.W.1 

Birmingham, New Street Station ; Manchester, L.M.S. Offices, 47, Piccadilly ; Liverpool, Lime Street Station. 
Hillman’s Airways, Ltd. Daily (Sundays excepted). King’s Cross Coaching Station, depart 9 a.m., Essex 
Airport, depart 10 a.m. ; Liverpool, depart 11.20 a.m. ; Belfast port, arrive 12.35 p.m. Bookings : 


Glasgow Central Station, depart 8.30 a.m. ; Ardrossan, depart 9.45 a.m. ; Belfast, arrive 1.45 p.m. Berth extra. 


(4) Heysham-Belfast. Daily (Sundays included). Heysham, depart 11.40 p.m.; Sundays, 11.30 p.m.; Belfast, 
arrive 6.30 a.m. Berth extra. Bookings: District Marine Superintendent, Heysham Harbour. 
(5) Liverpool-Belfast. Daily (Sundays excepted). Liverpool, depart 10.15 p.m. ; Belfast, arrive 7.30 a.m. Berth 


Glasgow-Belfast. Car leaves 381, Argyle Street, 7.30 a.m.; Renfrew Airport, depart 8 a.m. Daily (Sundays 
excepted). Return fare, £3 5s. Od. Bookings: Hillman’s Airways, Ltd., c/o Union Transit Co., 381, Argyle 


Renfrew Airport, 


Railway Air Services, 


Manchester, 


Liverpool- 


Hillman’s 


H. G. Cresthwaite & Co., 


Garage. 
Convenient. 


Yes. 


Convenient. 


Yes. 


Speke Airport. 
In additien, special *planes can be hired. 
*Since this information was last published, arrangements have been completed for a new international air service betw een 
Hull, Manchester, Liverpool and Belfast. A daily service will be run by Hillman Airways leaving Hull at 9.30 a.m, each 
morning and Belfast at 3.30 p.m. in the afternoon. 
HOTEL LIST. 
BELFAST 
Tariff, per Day. 
Grand Central Hotel, 18, Royal Avenue Single Bedroom 7/6 
Double __,, 15/- 
Midland Station Hotel Bed and Breakfast. Single 11/6 
» Double, from 15/- 
Royal Avenue Hotel, Royal Avenue bey ae sk Single Bedroom... ... ftom 5/6 
Double __,, 10/- 
Imperial Hotel, Donegal Place... Single Bedroom... ... from 6/- 
Union Hotel, Donegal Square South ... Single Bedroom... §/- 
Double __,, one 9/- 
Kensington Hotel, College Square East Single Bedroom... ... from 5/- 
Double 
Eglington and Winton, High Street les ah: Sa Single Bedroom... ... from = 5/- 
Double __,, »  10/- 
*Presbyterian War Memorial Hostel, Howard Street... Bed and Breakfast, Single 6/6 
ouble 13 /- 
*Hostel closes at 11 p.m., unless special arrangements are made. 
BANGOR. 
Royal Hotel, Bangor sive sn ee we Bed and Breakfast, Single 8/6 to 10/6 
1 & Double 17/- to 21/- 
DONAGHADEE. 
Double __,, oe 
Mount Royal Single Bedroom 6 /- 
Double ___,, 12/- 
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Clinical Communications 


THE TREATMENT OF GAPES IN 
CHICKENS BY MECHANICAL 
REMOVAL OF THE PARASITIC 

WORMS 


FE. L. TAYLOR, M.R.c.v.s., B.v.S>. (LIV.), D.V.H. 
VETERINARY LABORATORY, MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
AND FISHERIES 

There have recently been some interesting 
advances in our knowledge of the life history 
of the gapeworm Syngamus trachea. In America, 
it has been found that the earthworm serves 
as an intermediate host; Morgan and Clapham, 
in England, observed that pasasge through 
earthworms renders the larve more highly 
infective, enabling strains from wild birds to 
be transmitted to chickens, and experiments 
by the present author show that the infection 
survives in the earthworm for upwards of three- 
and-a-half years, and also that various species 
of slugs and snails are capab!e of acting as 
intermediate hosts. 

The disease, gapes, causes much less concern 
to the poultry breeder than it used to do, the 
conditions of intensive rearing now practised 
being unsuited to the development of the eggs 
and larve of the parasitic worm. It is still 
a major problem to many a farmer’s wife, 
however, who is unable to rear her own chickens 
under the more primitive extensive system; 
severe outbreaks are also seen among goslings, 
the occurrence of which does not appear to have 
been previously recorded,* the losses to 
pheasant rearers resulting from this disease 
are sometimes very great indeed, and there is 
still an urgent requirement for an _ efficient 
curative treatment. 

The administration of anthelmintics into the 
alimentary tract seems rather hopeless on 
account of the situation of the worm; treatment 
by inhalation of fumes and powders has als¢d 
proved valueless and the recommendation to 
remove the worms mechanically by means of a 
wire loop or horse-hair noose can hardly have 
been taken seriously, as the difficulty of mani- 
pulation in the small diameter of a chicken’s 
trachea, particularly when it is more or less 
blocked with the parasitic worms, would render 
the effective use of such apparatus almost 
impossible. 

Reports by American workers on the control 
of the lungworm, Capillaria exrophila, in the 
silver fox by use of the tracheal brush sug- 


*Two severe outbreaks of syngamiasis in 
goslings have come under the author’s observa- 
tion, a high rate of mortality resulting in each 
instance, The infestations ranged up to 140 pairs 
of worms per gosling. 


gested the adaptation of something of that kind, 
or the invention of some special instrument for 
the extraction of syngamus from the chicken’s 
trachea. Attempts have therefore been made, 
first with a tracheal brush fashioned on the 
lines of that used in foxes (this was unsuccess- 
ful), and secondly with a specially constructed 
wire “ corkscrew.” The final outcome of the 
second idea has proved markedly successful and 
trials have been carried out on some 75 infected 
chicks with almost 100 per cent. success. The 
whole operation can be carried out in 20 to 
30 seconds, and most, if not quite all of the 
worms removed, the one or two pairs which 
may be left behind being insufficient to cause 
any further respiratory disturbance. 

Only three fatalities occurred in the 75 experi- 
mental chickens which have been used, two in 
the early trials through an extractor of too large 
a bore becoming fixed in the narrow lower part 
of the trachea, and one through using an instru- 
ment with insufficient space between the 
successive coils of the spiral, resulting in the 
worms being pushed down to the junction of 
the bronchi. Some chicks were killed imme- 
diately after the operation to ascertain how 
many worms had been left behind, but with 
the exceptions above mentioned cure was 
effected in all of the 
treated chicks which 
were allowed live. 
The majority of these 
chicks would undoubt- 
edly have died had they 
been untreated as the 
rate of mortality is high 
in infected chicks which 
have begun to gape. 

The instrument, which 
is shown in fig. No. 1, 
is made of brass wire 
(such as is used for 
twisting into rabbit 
snares) wound in the 
form of a_ corkscrew, 
one-twelfth of an inch 
in external diameter; 
the distance between the 
first few turns is about 
| one-twelfth of an inch, 
he but in the course of half- 
a-dozen or so turns it 
narrows down to about 
one-twentieth of an inch. 
The whole of the cork- 
screw part is bent or 


AAAA, 


spirally twisted in such 
a way as to ensure that 
the point at the end will 
travel round the lining 
Fic. 1.—“The Gape- Of the trachea and work 

worm-extractor.” its way underneath the 
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parasite; the point itself does not project side- 
Ways, however, as there would then be a danger 
of scratching the mucous membrane. The whole 
length of the instrument is six inches, the spiral 
part being one-and-a-half inches, the straight 
wire three-and-a-half inches and the 
handle one inch long. Patterns have 
been handed over to the instrument makers and 
it should soon be obtainable from them. 

It is quite easy to make the instrument oneself, 
however, by winding the wire closely round a 
comparatively stout household pin, in such a 
way that the successive turns of the wire touch 
one another. The spiral is afterwards stretched 
until the spaces between the turns are of the 
required width. <A suitable handle may then 
be made by dipping the straight end of the wire 
into hot sealing wax and moulding it into the 
form of a cylinder of about { of an inch 
diameter (the sealing wax may be softened to 
the required consistency by immersion in boiling 
water before moulding). 

The method of using the gapeworm extractor 
is to grasp the chicken firmly at the top of 
the neck, as shown in the photograph, and while 
the mandible is depressed by an assistant, who 
is holding the chicken, to squeeze the neck so 
as temporarily to prevent respiration. This 
causes the chicken to open the glottis widely, 
when the end of the extractor may easily be 
inserted. The assistant then releases the man- 
dible, the bird’s beak is turned upwards and the 
neck stretched so that the extractor may easily 
be passed down the trachea. While passing it 
down, a rapid, screwing motion is maintained 
so that a considerable number of turns are 


Fic. 2.—Method of holding the chick for the 
insertion of the gapeworm extractor. 
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made before the end approaches the junction 
of the bronchi. Still turning in the same way, 
the extractor is then withdrawn and may be 
freed from the worms by holding it under a 
quickly flowing tap, or stirring it about in a 
bowl of water. 

This instrument provides a quick and efficient 
inethod of removing the worms; in one instance 
45 pairs of immature worms were removed from 
un experimentally infected chick within 25 
seconds. The chick's respiration remains dis- 
turbed for a time after the operation is com- 
pleted, but this soon passes off, and, as at the 
uge of seven or eight weeks the chick becomes 
immune to infection with this parasite, one 
treatment is usually enough to effect a complete 
and permanent cure. 

As yet there has been no opportunity of using 
the instrument in other kinds of birds, but 
there seems to be no reason why it should not 
be as effective in pheasants and also in goslings, 
ulthough different sizes may be required. 


CANCER IN BUDGERIGARS 


HENRY GRAY, M.R.C.v.S. 
KENSINGTON 

Next to poultry. budgerigars, bred for many 
generations in confinement and consanguine- 
ously, are most prone to cancer; in fact, the 
parrot family are more subject to it than other 
confined species. 

The budgerigar was not confined to any extent 
until seventy years ago, but during the past 
quarter of a century no wild species has bred 
so extensively and intensely, so that it is now 
widely kept in most parts of the civilised world. 
The breeding of the confined species is scietifi- 
cally carried out, so that its pltunage now varies 
from white to all shades of blue, green, yellow, 
ete. In consequence of domestication  (in- 
breeding, cross-breeding, etc.), however, it has 
become more susceptible to disease. 

Cancer, or to be more exact, adeno-carcinoma, 
has become very common, It mostly arises from 
the kidney, but the ovary and testicle nay also 
be its seat of origin. Sometimes the liver, lung 
and other organs or tissues may become 
secondarily involved. The victim is rarely 
noticed to be amiss until a week or ten days 
before its death. Sometimes diarrhe@a_ is 
observed, and this is no doubt due to the 
enlarged malignant growth pressing on the 
intestine and preventing free circulation of the 
feces. The enlargement may become so great 
that it causes bulging of the floor of the 
abdomen. Asa rule, there is not much emacia- 
tion, in consequence of death taking place before 
this has had time to become well marked. 

The new growth may vary in size from that 
of a small marble to that of a small walnut. 
It is generally rough and globulated or nodular 
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Report 


THE MEDICAL CURRICULUM 


There has recently been published a Report 
of the Conference of Representatives nominated 
by the Universities of Oxford, Cambridge and 
London, the Royal College of Physicians of 
London, the Royal College of Surgeons of 
England and the Society of Apothecaries of 
London on the Medical Curriculum. 

The report is such an authoritative pro- 
nouncement on the courses of study that should 
be undertaken before entry upon medical prac- 
tice, and on the system of examination before, 
during and after the completion of those courses, 
that it must have the greatest influence with 
all bodies whose primary concern is the teaching 
and examining of medical students. The close 
similarity which exists between the principles 
which govern the teaching of medical and veter- 
inary students renders the recommendations of 
the Conference of especial interest also to those 
responsible for the teaching and examining of 
the latter. 

The main body of the report, which was 
signed by all the members of the Conference. 
opens with a brief review of the circumstances 
which at present determine the pre-graduate 
training of medical students and also of certain 
criticisms which have been levelled against the 
existing curriculum. The Conference points 
out, however, that in spite of its imperfections 
the curriculum is capable of producing a large 
number of well-trained and efficient practi- 


in appearance. ‘The victim may manifest 
vivacity almost up to the time of its death. This 
disease is mostly encountered at the beginning 
of spring. 

Cancer of various organs or regions occurs in 
other’ species of the Psitlide. The macaw has 
been subject to cancer of the tongue or other 
organs. It is not rare in the African parrot 
or in the different varieties of the Amazon 
parrot. Other malignant tumours may be 
observed in budgerigars or other species of the 
parrot family. 

In aged cockatoos and parrots of various 
species other tumours occur. One of the 
commonest is lipoma, especially on the breast 
and hinder part of the under surface of the 
abdomen. In many cases the bird pecks the 
enlargement causing it to bleed and become 
ulcerated. In some instances it is accompanied 
by amyloid degeneration of the liver, in which 
the liver may be white or simulating streaky 
bacon in appearance. These birds are bad sub- 
jects for operation. Not infrequently during an 
operation they succumb suddenly from shock, 
even when only one incision is made through 
the skin. 


tioners of medicine. But while it is true that 
in any curriculum the more intelligent ‘student 
is less handicapped by its defections than those 
who are less gifted, it should be designed to cater 
for the student of average ability in such a way 
as to “ enable him to approach the problem of 
practice with some degree of confidence and with 
a legitimate hope that his scientific outlook on 
health and disease will enable him to learn from 
subsequent observation and experience.” “ In 
the long run aé_ée scientific outlook if once 
acquired will prove of more lasting value than 
a store of knowledge.” Two of the most im- 
portant criticisms of the present medical curri- 
culum are that so large a store of memorised 
facts is required of the student that he has 
little chance of developing the habit of critical 
enquiry and judgment which his scientific train- 
ing is designed to encourage and that burdened 
as he is with innumerable special courses of 
instruction, followed by examinations, he is 
inclined to regard them as separate studies and 
* independent obstacles to his progress towards 
the goal of qualification.” 

The Conference recognised that the relative 
amount of importance attached to certain parts 
of the curriculum by teachers and students is 
determined very largely by the importance 
attached to them in the examinations. This 
is a danger which is by no means peculiar to 
the medical curriculum and merits the careful 
attention of those responsible for the design and 
execution of professional examinations. 

The Conference was satisfied that the ideal 
approach to clinical study is by a University 
training leading to a degree in arts or science 
since the mental outlook of the medical student 
is broadened by his contact with men working . 
at other subjects and by the teaching of those 
whose concern and interest in life are the devel- 
opment of their own branch of knowledge. The 
Conference recognised, however, that such a 
course is not open to all on account of the 
additional time and money involved and found it 
impossible to recommend any alterations in the 
curriculum which would prolong the present 
minimum period of five years’ instruction. 

In view of the increasing tendency for the 
study of pre-medical subjects to be undertaken 
at school and the consequent curtailment of 
general education, the Conference discussed the 
question with head-masters of public schools and 
with representatves of the Science Masters 
Association and were assured that general 
education need not be neglected during the pre- 
paration for 1st M.B. and other preliminary 
science examinations. 

The segregation of intending medical students 
in a small group during their last two years 
at school after the passing of a matriculation 
examination or its equivalent in order to work 
through a prescribed syllabus in preparation 
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for 1st M.B. examinations is to be deprecated. 
As the Conference points out, “ If all schoolboys 
and girls devoted a reasonable proportion of 
their time throughout the school period to the 
natural sciences, there should be less need for 
a prolonged period of intensive preparation at 
the end of school life.” 

The suggestion that there should be an exam- 
ination or test in a literary subject included 
in the 1st M.B. examination was not accepted 
by the Conference for it was unwilling to add 
to the burden of an examination which in its 
present form proves difficult to many. It would, 
however, welcome greater use being made of 
the Higher School Certificate Examinations as 
a means of obtaining exemption from the 
Examinations of the 1st M.B. or Basic Sciences. 

With a view to meeting the wishes expressed 
by the headmasters and the representatives of 
the Science Masters Association for greater 
uniformity in the syllabus in chemistry, physics 
and biology, with which they entirely agreed, 
the Conference has drawn up a syllabus which 
they hope may be accepted as a useful example 
of a common syllabus. The chief modifications 
proposed are a reduction in the amount of botany 
and of inorganic chemistry with the inclusion 
of some rudiments of organic chemistry. In 
order to allow sufficient time for general educa- 
tion and to avoid the danger of too early special- 
isation, the Conference deemed it expedient that 
medical studies proper, anatomy and 
physiology, should not be begun before the age 
of eighteen. 

That part of the report devoted to the con- 
sideration of medical studies proper deals with 
the subject under the appropriate headings of 
pre-clinical period or intermediate studies, 
clinical period, and post-graduate clinical 
experience. 

With regard to the pre-clinical period the 
Conference does not propose any change in the 
present arrangement whereby the first two years 
of the medical curriculum should be devoted to 
intermediate — studies (anatomy, histology, 
embryology, organic and physical chemistry, 
physiology, biochemistry, applied anatomy and 
physiology, pharmacology, general pathology 
and bacteriology) leaving three years for the 
clinical period, but recommends that with a view 
to rendering the course more harmonious, con- 
secutive and interesting, the work of the student 
during this period should be arranged by a 
Board of Teachers representing the several 
subjects. 

The Conference did not consider itself con- 
cerned with the standards of anatomical know- 
ledge required for higher examinations in sur- 
gery but recognised that the importance of the 
subject in medical education ean hardly be over- 
stated, for “it was through anatomy that 


medicine rose out of the mists of superstition 
and empiricism to the level of a science.” Since 


many new subjects have been included in the 
curriculum and in view of the firm decision of 
the Conference that the curriculum should not 
be lengthened, it is proposed that less time 
should be spent “ on the memorisation of struc- 
tural detail for examination purposes.” 

The Conference was of the opinion that the 
pre-clinical examination at the end of the second 
year of the curriculum should be designed to 
test the students’ general knowledge of the 
structures and functions of the human body. It 
was felt that the high percentage of failures 
in examinations in anatomy and _ physiology 
could and should be reduced, not by lowering 
the standard but by altering the methods of 
teaching and examination. To this end it is 
recommended that a reduction should be made 
in the amount of knowledge of anatomical detail 
required at the examination in anatomy. The 
student’s knowledge of detail of a subject should 
be tested orally by his teachers before passing 
to a new part of the work and success in the 
pre-clinical examination should not depend upon 
a mere feat of memory but rather on such 
grasp of the structure and function of the body 
as is necessary to equip the student for hospital 
work, 

There is much to be said for the recommenda- 
tion that there should be no separate examina- 
tion in pharmacology and that a knowledge of 
this subject should be tested either by the 
inclusion of pharmacological questions in the 
physiology paper and in the practical examina- 
tion or by a viva voce examination. A know- 
ledge of the physiological action of drugs is 
of primary importance to the student, but there 
can be no defence of a system of examination 
which requires a purposeless memorisation of 
detail at a stage of the student’s career which 
is not principally concerned with the practical 
application of that detail. 


With regard to pathology, Conference 


the 


deprecates any abrupt transition the 
normal to the abnormal and accordingly 
recommends the introduction of the student 


during his last two terms of the pre-clinical 
period, to the elements of general pathology, 
immunology and bacteriology. The Path- 
ologist responsible for this .teaching should 
bear in mind that the object of these courses 
is to bring home to the student the basic pro- 
cesses underlying the disorders of structure and 
function with which the student is shortly to be 
faced at the bedside.” In fact, the teaching 
in pathology should form a background to the 
teaching of the pre-clinical as well as the clini- 
cal period and the student’s knowledge of the 
subject should be tested at the examinations 
following each of those periods. This should be 
regarded as one of the most important of the 
Conference’s recommendations. A system of 
teaching and examination which permits of the 
study of pathology as a subject by itself without 
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proper regard to the study of form, structure 
and function on the one hand and the practical 
observation of dysfunction on the other is 
indefensible. The only effect of such a system 
is to test the psittaceous bent of mind of the 
student which, if deemed a necessary part of 
any curriculum, should be effected in a manner 
which is not detrimental to the intelligent study 
of an important subject. 

A considerable portion of the report is devoted 
to the consideration of criticisms directed 
ugainst teaching during the clinical period, with 
much of which the Conference was in agreement. 

It is recommended that the Final Examination 
ut the end of the third year of clinical studies 
consist of two parts: I, Medicine, Surgery and 
Pathology; II. Gynecology, Obstetrics, and 
Pediatrics; Public Health and State Medicine 
inc:uding Forensic Medicine. 

While recognising that there is much to be 
suid on theoretical grounds in favour of a final 
examination in pathology, medicine, surgery 
and obstetrics, the whole of which must be 
passed by a student at one time, the Conference 
realised that experience has shown that few 
students are able to do themselves justice in 
so stern a test. It felt therefore that the sub- 
jects of obstetrics, gynecology and disorders of 
infancy might well be taken separately. It is 
recommended that both parts of the examina- 
tion may be taken at one and the same time, 
or alternatively, that a candidate may enter 
for Part I prior to entering for Part IT, but 
no candidate should be deemed to have passed 
Part II of the examination until he has satisfied 
the examiners in Part I. Thus a candidate 
who enters for both parts of the examination 
at the same time may be referred in Part IT 
only. 

The Conference was agreed that the final 
examination should be conducted by a board of 
examiners representing the various subjects 
with an independent chairman who should meet 
and co-operate in setting questions so that the 
papers are reasonably balanced and not too 
specialised in their requirements, 

In concluding its general considerations, the 
Conference stated, “ It is hoped that the recom- 
mendations made below give due weight to the 
various subjects which must be embraced in any 
course of medical training, and that their 
adoption would make the curriculum a continu- 
ous period of study as little broken up by exam- 
inations as possible, affording the student time 
and opportunity for self-education in spite of 
the efforts he is called upon to make in 
memorisation. The Conference believes that in 
this way his memory may prove equal to the 
burden imposed on it and that, by developing 
at all points fields of association, his mind may 
acquire that kind of culture which survives the 
forgetting of facts.” B B. 


Abstracts 


[Coecidiosis of Dogs and Cats. R. 
(1934.) Berl tierdrztl. Wschr. No. 26. 


3 plates. 6 refs.| 


The author examined the freces of 125 dogs 
and 75 cats for the presence of coccidial 
oéecysts, using the flotation method. 

The presence of these was demonstrated in 
the feces of five dogs (/sospora rivolta Grassi 
and Eimeria canis Wenyon) and 14 eats 
(sospora bigemina_ Stiles, Jsospora_ rivolta 
Grassi and others). 

The finding of ojcysts did not always coincide 
with clinical symptoms and the latter varied 
considerably, owing to the frequency of con- 
comitant disease such as distemper and 
ordinary digestive troubles. 

In the uncomplicated cases there were indica- 
tions of gastritis and enteritis with anorexia 
and a slight rise in temperature, the feces were 
often slimy and emaciation followed. Nervous 
symptoms and sudden death sometimes occurred. 

The history showed that in most instances 
affected animals had been confined to small 
yards or pens and reinfection was repeatedly 
taking place. Under natural conditions little 
or no immunity was developed. 

Apart from adopting stringent measures of 
cleanliness, changing to fresh quarters and dis- 
infecting with boiling water or the blow lamp. 
ete., the author recommends giving daily a 
teaspoonful of a 1 per cent. solution of methy- 
lene blue or about 1° gramme of powdered 
cinchona bark. N. S. B. 


* * * 
|Rickets in Chickens, with special reference to 
its Nature and Pathogenesis, McGowan, 
J. P., and Emsiig, A. R, G. (1934.) Biochem. 
J. 28. 4. 1503-1512.] 


The condition of perosis or “ slipped tendon ™ 
is nearly always associated with the presence 
of large amounts of calcium phosphate (as bone 
meal) in the ration. It is characterised by the 
fact that it cannot be prevented or cured by 
cod-liver oil. It is best avoided by feeding the 
calcium and phosphorus separately, the latter 
in organic combination as in rice bran, whence 
it is liberated by digestion after the calcium 
has become absorbed. Rickets and osteoporosis 
frequently appear to be confused in chickens, 
largely due to lack of histological examination 
of the bones, osteoporosis resembling rickets 
in having a low ash content of the bones and 
a swelling at the ends of the bones, although 
differing in most other particulars. Six groups 
of chickens were studied, maintained on (1) 
basal diet, (2) basal diet+cod-liver oil, (3) 
basal diet+1°2 per cent. calcium carbonate, 
(4) basal diet+1°2 per cent per cent. caleium 
carbonate + cod-liver oil, (5) basal diet 
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+6 per cent. calcium carbonate, and (6) basal 
diet +6 per cent. calcium carbonate + cod-liver 
oil. Chickens on diets (4) and (6) developed 
normal bones, those on (1), (2) and (3) showed 
osteoporosis and those on diet (5) rickets. In 
the case of osteoporotic chickens the para- 
thyroids were enlarged but not so in the case 
of normal or rachitic birds. The blood calcium 
is low in osteoporosis but not in rickets. Both 
osteoporotic and rachitic chickens showed rapid 
recovery when placed on the low calcium + cod- 
liver oil diet (4). The effect of vitamin D is 
firstly to liberate phosphoric acid from the 
phospho-lipins of the food and thus to produce 
an acidotic condition which favours the solution 
and retention of calcium in the blood. Thus 
vitamin ID is able to cure osteoporosis, due to 
insufticient calcium, and also rickets, due to 
excess of calcium but insufficient phosphorus. 
In normal chicken foods phosphorus is 
abundant but calcium deficient, tending to cause 
osteoporosis. Attempts to correct this by addi- 
tion of calcium carbonate are not effective 
because the alkalosis so set up prevents absorp- 
tion of the calcium, addition of vitamin D also 
being necessary. When administered in amounts 
larger than those associated with osteoporosis, 
caleium interferes with the phosphorus absorp- 
tion and produces rickets, unless the balance is 
maintained by administration of cod-liver oil. 
CGC. G. A. 


{The Relative Values of the Proteins in the 
Feeding of Chickens. Piimmer, R. H. 
ROSEDALE, J. L., RAyMonb, W. H., and LownpbEs, 
J. (1934.) Biochem. J. 28. 5. 1863-1886.) 


Three methods are commonly used _ for 
estimating the biological value of proteins. 

(a) MeCollum and Simmonds fed young rats 
on diets in which the foodstuff under investi- 
gation was the sole source of protein and deter- 
mined the minimum percentage necessary to 
prevent loss of weight. 

(b) In a later work they arranged the diets 
containing the foodstuffs to be investigated so 
that each contained the same _ proportion of 
protein, The performances of the rats fed on 
these diets were compared with regard to rate 
of growth, longevity, lactation and reproduction 
during, if possible, at least two generations. 
As a result of these experiments they arranged 
the proteins investigated in the following 
descending order of biological value :— 

( milk ox muscle 
ox | >{ 
ox liver rye 
bean 
>< navy bears 
| oats | peas 

(c) The third method involves short-duration 
experiments in which the relative efficiencies 
of the proteins for replacing the daily nitro- 
genous expenditure of the body (the “ wear and 


tear” nitrogen) and for supplying the material 
for growth is determined by use of Thomas’ 
balance sheet method. The results are expressed 
as the number of parts of body nitrogen 
replaced by 100) parts of the protein, 


l.e., biological value=——> 


food nitrogen absorbed. 

The data obtained afford very conflicting esti- 
mates for the values of the proteins of the 
common foodstuffs, although in general animal 
proteins seem to be better than cereal proteins. 

Osborne and Mendell adopted as a measure 
of the biological value of a protein the ratio, 
gr. gain in weight. 
gr. protein ingested. 
value varied with the proportion of any given 
protein in the diet, rising to maximum as the 
protein content is increased and then falling 
off again with further increase of protein. 
Mitchell suggested that the variation was due 
to the higher proportion of the supplied nitrogen 
necessary to maintain constant weight when 
the protein intake was low. Boas Fixsen and 
co-workers showed that a constant value for 
a given protein, whatever the proportion in the 
diet and whatever the food intake, could be 
obtained by allowing for this maintenance 
nitrogen and modifying the ratio to 
biological value=- = 
gr. protein ingested—-10 
10 gr. being found to be the weight of protein 
required when no gain in weight occurred. 

In the work under review the proteins in a 
large number of foodstuffs were mixed in the 
proportions 3:0, 4°6 and 6:1 per cent. with 1 to 
2 per cent. of cod-liver oil and 1 per cent. 
of mineral salts and wheat or maize grain to 
make up 100 per cent. The grain served as 
the source of carbohydrate and of vitamin B,. 
Since the diets contained approximately the 
same amount of total protein and exactly the 
same amount of added protein and were of 


But it was found that this 


approximately equal calorific value, the best 
proteins will give the greatest increase of 


weight, I, with the smallest consumption of 
protein, P, in the shortest time, T, the numerical 
value of the protein being thus represented by 
I I 
T FFP. 
100 the following relative values are obtained :—- 


Fixing the value ef caseinogen as 


Fresh egg Soya bean 556 
white .. 1830°6 Dried egg 
Fresh egg yolk 100°9 white 51:2 
Caseinogen 100°0 Blood meal 480 
Fish meal 85:3 Split peas 45-0 
Dried egg yolk S805 Bean meal... 3863 
fat-free meat Lactalbumin . 
meal 74:1 Alfalfa 256 
Wheat germ . 6S°O) Grass 22°0 
Wheat meal 62:8 Lentils Wo 
Dried yeast ... 62-0 CoG. A. 
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[The Phosphorus Requirements of Sheep: 
I.—The Effect on Young Merino Sheep of a 
Diet Deficient in Phosphorus but containing 
Digestible Proteins and Vitamins. Martin, 
C. J.. and Perrce, A. W. (1934.) Common- 
wealth of Australia, Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research, Bulletin No. 77. 1-44.) 
Lambs and sheep were maintained for a 

period of approximately a year on a diet defi- 

cient in phosphorus (0°6 gm, per day) and 

having a calecium/phosphorus ratio of 45, 

whilst a control group received adequate phos- 

phorus in a diet with a calecium/phosphorus 
ratio of 1:7. A further set of animals received 
an addition of calcium carbonate to bring the 

‘alcium/phosphorus ratio to half the 

animals also receiving cod-liver oil. 

The same amounts of concentrate (protein 
biscuit, containing blood meal and gluten, and 
au ration of potatoes) were eaten by all the 
sheep throughout. The consumption of roughage 
by the sheep on low phosphorus diet declined 
to about three-quarters of that of the contro's. 
All the animals remained in good health, Lambs 
on the phosphorus deficient diet gained 60 per 
cent. of the weight of the controls, and sheep 
70 per cent. The lambs receiving the diet with 
a calcium/phosphorus ratio of 10°7, both with 
and without cod-liver oil, gained only 50 per 
cent. of the weight of other lambs on the 45 
ratio diet. Low phosphorus diet causes a fall 
in the blood inorganic phosphorus to about 2°5 
mg. per 100 ©... the controls having about 
7 mg. per 100 ¢.c. Pregnancy and lactation 
seem to be unaffected, though the lamb of a 
ewe receiving low phosphorus diet is but 75 per 
cent. of the weight of a lamb from a ewe 
receiving adequate phosphorus, and gains in 
weight at about 80 per cent. of the rate, but 
is healthy, vigorous and has a well mineralised 
skeleton. Deficient phosphorus affects neither 
the quantity nor quality of the wool. The bones 
of lambs on the phosphorus deficient diet are 
the same length as those of the controls, but 
showed some osteoporosis and osteomalacia, the 
former being the more pronounced. Rachitie 
lesions were also observed in one of the lambs. 
C. G. A. 

| Field Observations on Weather Stain and Blow- 
fly Strike of Sheep, with special reference 
to Body Strike. Hoipaway, F. G., and 
MuLHEARN, C. R. Commonwealth of Australia 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research. 
Pamphlet No. 48. Melbourne, 1934.) 

A description is given of a study, made in 
New South Wales in the autumn of 1931, of 
the factors predisposing sheep to weather stain 
and blow-fly strike. This particular year was 
conspicuous for the occurrence of a high pro- 
portion of body strikes. Attacks in these situa- 
tions (withers and loin) are particularly favour- 
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able to such a study because no complicating 
factors arise due to the presence of urine and 
feces as is the case in the more usual crutch 
strike. 

Flocks were investigated in two regions with 
different climatic conditions, ie., Northern New 
South Wales, a region of summer rainfall, and 
Southern New South Wales with winter rain- 
fall. The particularly wet autumn in the latter 
district appeared greatly to favour both stain 
and strike, and the high proportion of sheep 
affected masked the influence of predisposing 
factors. Hence the conclusions are drawn 
almost entirely from observations on the 
northern flocks. 

Earlier observations that weather stain, due 
to bacterial growth on the wool, favoured the 
occurrence of body strike were confirmed, all 
body struck sheep, with very few and doubtful 
exceptions, exhibiting weather stain. The pro- 
portion of body struck sheep was also highest 
in those flocks where the incidence of stain 
was greatest. In all flocks, however, there was 
a higher proportion of stain than strike. Con- 
trary to popular opinion, wethers were no more 
susceptible to attack than ewes. 

Previous work had indicated that sheep with 
deep-coloured wool yolk were more susceptible 
to stain and strike than those with light yolk. 
This was investigated and it was found that 
individual stained sheep had a deeper yolk 
colour than unstained members of the same flock 
and also that when considering flocks as a whole 
those with the highest incidence of stain had 
the deepest yolk colour. Insufficient data were 
obtained to correlate depth of yolk colour with 
susceptibility to strike considered independently 
of stain. 

When the density of the fleece was classified 
as slack, medium or dense it was found that 
dense wool was a further factor predisposing 
to stain and probably also to strike. ‘The 
average percentages of stain in slack, medium 
and dense-woolled classes were 44 per cent., 
68 per cent. and 83 per cent. respectively. 

Reasons are given for considering the yellow 
wool yolk condition to be different from “ canary 
stain” or other bacterial stain and for believing 
it to be identical with the “ golden coloration ” 
of Rimington and Stewart (1931). This condition 
is thought to be due to the excretion of a water- 
soluble pigment, lanaurin, in the sweat, a direct 
relation having been found between the depth of 
“ golden coloration” and the proportion of sweat 
solids in the wool yolk. 

Deep-coloured wool yolk and dense wool both 
favour the production of stain and strike, due 
probably to the presence of an increased amount 
of sweat in both conditions. If this view be 
correct, dense-woolled sheep should have a 
deeper yolk colour than those with slack wool, 
and in the northern district this was found to 
be the case. 

Apart from the fact that sweat is hygroscopic, 
and hence favours bacterial stain and conse- 
quently strike, no evidence has been obtained 
to explain in what way sweat makes for sus- 
ceptibility to blow-fly strike, W. L. S. 
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MR. HUGH BEGG, F.R.C.V.S. 


Retirement from County Veterinary Inspector- 
ship for Lanarkshire 


The good wishes of his fellow members of 
the profession will go with Mr. Hugh Begg when 
on his 68th Birthday—June 28th—he retires 
from his post as County Veterinary Inspector 
for Lanarkshire, and all will wish him a long 
period of healthy and still active life on relin- 
quishing the responsibilities of his important 
office. 

yigorous and 
foreeful personality 
and power of expres- 
sion have gained for 
Mr. Begg a reputation 
as a man _ be 
reckoned with 
wherever veterinary 
affairs enlisting his 
interest have been 
under discussion, and 
to the admiration 
always accorded to 
one who has achieved 
success in his chosen 
sphere of work has 
been added an appre- 
ciation of his unvary- 
ing determination 
and desire to promote 
the best interests of 
the profession as he 
sees them, 

Hard work has 
always appealed to 
Hugh Begg, and it is 
not unlikely that he 
acquired his taste for 
it when, at the tender 
age of 14 years, he 
left school and began 
work, as the eldest 
son of a family of 
13, in the smithy of 
his father, Mr. Hugh 
Begg. During these 
earlier and 
strenuous years, Hugh Begg, jun., was develop- 
ing an interest in and an ambition for the 
scientific study of animals, and at the end of 
that time he became a student at the Glasgow 
Veterinary College. His career there was one 
of distinction, for he gained certificates of merit 
for every subject in the curriculum and_ the 
medals for cattle and horse pathology in the 
final year, qualifying on April 19th, 1887, while 
yet under 20 years of age. 

His worth was recognised, for he was 
retained as assistant to Professor McCall as 
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house surgeon during the next twelve months, 
and at the the conclusion of that time he started 
practice in connection with his father’s business. 
During the 22 yvears which followed, Mr. Begg 
built up a large country practice, specialising 
in the treatment of dairy stock, 

The subject of this notice, as will be appre- 
ciated by all who know him, was not content 
to restrict the sphere of his interests to pro- 
fessional matters, and it was not long before 
he was participating actively in all the public 

affairs in the district. 
member of the 
School Board for 15 
years, he acted for a 
considerable period 
of that time as the 
Vice-Chairman of 
that body, while nine 
years’ service on the 

‘arish Council cul- 
minated in the Chair- 
manship before he 
left the district. Mr. 
Begg was also at that 
time the ,arish 
Council representative 
to the District Com- 
Inittee of the County 
Council. 

Music, drama, 
sport and polities all 
laid claim his 
Willing attention as a 
more than ordinarily 
apt devotee. He was 
- Chairman of the local 
Musical Association 
for a period of nine 
years and also of the 
Dramatic Society. 
Recognised an 
expert bowler, he was 
repeatedly Champion 
of the Kilbride Club 
and also of the 
Hamilton Club. Ex- 
perienced as a “skip,” 
Mr, Begg took part 
in their Championship Rinks on many occasions 
and was also on two occasions a member of 
the Championship Rink which achieved the 
distinetion of being runners-up in the final for 
Seotland. The Presidency of both these clubs 
Was a well-merited recognition of his prowess 
on the green. <A keen politician, Mr. Begg 
founded the Unionist Club in his native village 
and presided over its deliberations for many 
years until he removed to Hamilton. 

In May, 1910, out of fully one hundred appli- 
cants, Hugh Begg was appointed to the post 
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he now vacates—and the appointment was one 
which, in the light of recent developments, we 
now see to have not a little historical signifi- 
cance in that Mr. Begg became the first whole- 
time county veterinary inspector in Great 
Britain. It was a great opportunity, and the 
profession is fortunate in that this pioneer post 
fell to one who had the ability, energy, and 
strength of character to maintain and develop 
the principle which it embodied, so that it could 
become in due course a precedent for the 
creation of the invaluable service we now have 
to acknowledge as the foundation of an essential 
and ever-expanding system for the combating of 
animal disease in Great Britain. The County 
Veterinary Inspector for Lanarkshire has done 
much of the original planning for the proper 
and economical execution of the work. He has 
trained upwards of 40 veterinary surgeons in 
veterinary public health and diseases of animals 
work who now hold positions as chief or 
assistant veterinary inspectors in Scotland and 
in England under county and city local autho- 
rities. It is noteworthy that under the Anthrax 
Order his diagnosis in upwards of six hundred 
cases was, without exception, ratified by the 
headquarters officials of the Ministry. 

Mr. Hugh Begg’s contributions to the litera- 
ture of his profession are noteworthy. For 
Wallace - Hoare’s “System of Veterinary 
Medicine ” he contributed the section “ Dis- 
eases of the Digestive System of Cattle” and 
to the volume on “ Contagious Diseases” the 
section on “ Mammitis.” It was not without 
considerable opposition, at the time, from the 
Editor and others of high repute, that he gained 
his point in regarding all forms of the disease 
aus potentially contagious and getting his article 
placed in the “ Contagious Diseases ” volume. 
This early opinion has stood the test of time. 
For the “ Veterinary Encyclopedia” he also 
wrote on the “ Diseases of the Udder,” and his 
hame is attached to other articles in the same 
work. “The Nursing of Dairy Stock ” in 
Hoare’s “ Veterinary Materia Medica” was 
written by him, and he had the honour of being 
one of a few who were invited to contribute 
special articles for the souvenir book of the 
International Dairy Congress held in London 
in 1928, his subject being “‘ The Construction of 
Dairy Byres, ete.” Mr. Begg has also written 
and defended a very large number of papers 
on a great variety of subjects at Congresses 
of the N.V.M.A., the Royal Sanitary 
Institute, the Royal Sanitary  Associa- 
tion of Scotland, meetings of veterinary 
societies, branches of the National Farmers’ 
Union of Seotland, and the West Scotland Agri- 
cultural Discussion Society. 

For 17 years (including the War period) he 
acted as an examiner of the R.C.V.S. in Materia 
Medica, ete., and for many years he was an 
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examiner for the degree of B.V.Sc. and for the 
D.V.H. of the University of Liverpool, while 
over a long period he has been one of the 
examiners in Meat Inspection of the Royal 
Sanitary Association of Scotland. A member 
of the Council of the latter Association for ie 
last 15 years, he was its President in 1982 
(the only veterinary President the p ae 
has had), and conducted the Congress at Elgin 
in that year—the subject of his Presidential 
address being ‘“ Bovine Tuberculosis: Retro- 
spective and Prospective.” 

Mr. Hugh Begg’s loyalty to his alma mater 
and his interest in the welfare of that insti- 
tution throughout the long and heroic struggle 
for its existence stands as an example to the 
graduate of any school. Now occupying the 
position of Vice-Chairman, he has been one of 
its Committee of Management since the insti- 
tution was brought under a board of governors 
in 1906; indeed, he is the only original member 
of that body to-day. Mr. Begg lectures at 
the College in the winter evenings to veterinary 
surgeons who are studying for the Diploma in 
Veterinary State Medicine, on veterinary public 
health, milk, byre construction, ete. 

An active member of the National Association 
of Local Government Officers (NALGO) he was 
elected President of the Lanarkshire Branch 
when it was formed over 20 years ago and has 
remained at his post ever since. He has also 
been President of the Scottish District Council 
of that Association for many years and he is 
one of three Trustees for its funds of upwards 
of one-and-a-half million sterling, while he has 
represented the South and West of Scotland on 
the National Executive Council of this great 
Association, with its eighty thousand members, 
for about 20 years, the meetings being held in 
London. 

No account of Mr. Begg’s active and varied 
career would be complete without mention of 
his membership of the County Club in Hamilton 
of which for the last eight years he has been 
Chairman, while he has also served a term as 
Chairman of the Hamilton Burns Club. 

As an official of the Local Authority, Mr. 
Begg has brought a great enthusiasm into the 
work of the Veterinary Department, and there 
are many stock owners who will not readily 
forget the encouragement he has wholeheartedly 
given to them in the setting up of tubercle-free 
herds. Regarded as a specialist in all that 
relates to veterinary public health and dairy 
herd management, he has often given evidence 
before important committees and commissions 
in Seotland and England. 

Mr. John Weir, M.R.c.v.s., D.v.s.M., of whose 
ability to take over the reins of office Mr. Begg 
has a very high opinion, will succeed him in 
command in Lanarkshire. In the retirement 
of Mr, Begg veterinary public health loses an 
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N.V.M.A. Divisional Report 


SOUTH-EASTERN VETERINARY 
ASSOCIATION* 


ANNUAL MEETING AT TUNBRIDGE 
WELLS 


The Annual Meeting of the South-Eastern 
Veterinary Association (Division, N.V.M.A.), was 
held at the Castle Hotel, Tunbridge Wells, on 
April 30th, Mr. A. Spicer (President) was in the 
Chair and the following fellows were present: 
Messrs. G. W. Bloxsome, C. Crowhurst, J. B. 
Dier, F. C. Gillard, A. D. McEwen, H. P. 
Hogben, F. Marks, EK. Wemys-Morton, G. F. 
Pickering, ©. Roberts, F. B. O. Taylor, H. 
Taylor and the Hon. Secretary, T. Dalling, 
Messrs. S. B. Vine and S, P. Hendry were 
present as visitors. 

Apologies for absence were received from Sir 
I'rederick Hobday, Messrs. J. W. Pritchard, 
J. I. Edgar, W. DL. Halfhead, EK. Morgan, A. 
Whicher, J. G. Cattell, 8S. F. J. Hodgman, R. A. 
Edwards, EK. Ebbetts, C. Rose, R. V. Isherwood, 
G. W. Dunkin, A. T. Crowther and F. 
Crowhurst. 

The minutes of the autumn meeting were 
read and signed as correct. Arising out of 
the minutes, the President explained that it 
had not been possible to arrange for the informa] 
dinner but that tea would be served immediately 
after the meeting. 

Correspondence.—The following 
correspondence were dealt with :— 

(1) From the N.V.M.A. in connection with 
the resolution passed at the previous meeting. 
The resolution was: “That it is the opinion 
of this Division of the N.V.M.A. that the 
standardisation of veterinary biological products 
should be insisted upon.” 

(2) From the N.V.M.A. dealing with the 
action of the Organising Committee with regard 
to the R.S.P.C.A. Folkestone Clinic. The Hon. 
Secretary was empowered to interview the Chief 
Secretary, R.S.P.C.A., who had written desiring 
such an interview. 

(3) From the R.C.V.S. and the N.V.M.A, ‘in 
connection with a further donation to the 
Library Endowment Fund. It was decided to 
take no action meantime. 


items of 
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outstandingly conscientious and able officer, but 
it will be some compensation to his many 
friends in the profession to know that retire- 
ment will afford him opportunities for the 
rendering of an even greater measure of service 
in other directions than time has permitted him 
hitherto. 
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(4) From the Secretary, Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund, acknowledging receipt of 
cheque for £8 19s. 

(5) From the Royal Sanitary Institute 
inviting the Association to send a delegate to 
its Annual Congress at Bournemouth. It was 
decided to send a delegate and to leave the 
choice in the hands of the President and the 
Hon, Secretary. 

(6) From the N.V.M.A, in connection with the 
free treatment of sick and injured animals of 
poor people and co-operation with the R.S.P.C.A. 
The matter was the subject of much discussion 
and it was finally agreed to ask the N.V.M.A. 
Council to include a representative from the 
Division on the Organising Committee in con- 
nection with this subject. Later in the meeting 
Mr. A, Spicer was nominated to serve on the 
conmmnittee. 

(7) From the N.V.M.A, inviting the Division 
to submit its views on the subject of a composite 
subscription to cover membership of the 
N.V.M.A. and its Divisions. After discussion 
the members present agreed that they could 
hot recommend that a composite subscription 
should be instituted. 

(8) From the N.V.M.A. regarding the question 
of fees for the clinical examination of milch 
cows for Grade A licence under the Accredited 
Herds Scheme. It was explained to the meeting 
that the part-time veterinary inspectors of the 
County of Kent had already submitted a seale 
of fees to the Kent County Council and that 
the seale had been accepted. 

(9) From the N.V.M.A. concerning the 
revised instructions issued by the Ministry of 
Agriculture in connection with the Veterinary 
Advisory Scheme. It was agreed to support 
the N.V.M.A. and to give full support to the 
work of the Veterinary Investigation Officers. 

(10) From the N.V.M.A. with regard to the 
correspondence between the N.V.M.A, and the 
Agricultural Research Council on the subject of 
investigations into braxy-like diseases of sheep. 
It was unanimously agreed to assist in the 
investigations whenever possible. 

Election.—Mr. S. P. Hendry (Battle)—pro- 
posed by Mr. G. F. Piekering and seconded by 
Mr. A. Whicher—was elected a fellow of the 
Association. 

Nomination.—_Mr, S. B. Vine was nominated 
for election by Mr. A, Spicer and seconded by 
Mr. H. P. Hogben. 

ANNUAL REPORT 

The Hon. SECRETARY read the Annual Report, 
which was as follows :— 

During the year three meetings of the Associa- 
tion have been held. The Annual Meeting took 
place on May 7th at the Castle Hotel, Tunbridge 
Wells, when there were present 18 Fellows and 
three visitors. Mr. A. Spicer was re-elected as 


President for 1934 and in place of 
address read a paper on i 
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Method of Immunising Dogs against Distemper.” 
A discussion was opened by the Hon. Secretary 
and Major Pugh and other Fellows took part. 
The President entertained the Fellows and 
visitors to tea. The Summer Meeting was held 
on July 4th at the South-Eastern Agricultural 
College, Wye, by invitation of the Principal and 
Dr. McEwen. The meeting attracted 18 Fellows 
and two visitors, who were well recompensed 
for their journey by hearing talks on Dr. 
McEwen’s work on the control of contagious 
abortion and on the various poultry problems 
engaging the attention of Mr. R. S. Roberts. We 
had the pleasure of listening to a short address 
of welcome from the Principal, who assured 
us of his interest in our Association. We were 
entertained to tea by the College. As a summer 
outing, our visit to Wye proved highly successful 
and we feel deeply grateful to the Principal 
and Dr. McEwen for the trouble they took to 
make the necessary arrangements and for the 
interesting afternoon we spent. 

The Aulumn Meeting was held on December 
5th at the Castle Hotel, Tunbridge Wells, when 
20 Fellows and one visitor attended. The Hon. 
Secretary read a paper on “The Application 
of Biological Products in Veterinary Practice.” 
An interesting discussion ensued, following 
which a resolution “ That in the opinion of this 
Division of the N.V.M.A. the standardisation of 
veterinary biological products ought to be 
insisted upon” was passed. Once again the 
President entertained the Fellows to tea. 

During the year one Fellow has been elected 
io the Association, making the total membership 

In addition to the above meetings, the part-time 
inspectors of the County of Kent, most of whom 
are members of the Association, have met on 
three occasions under the auspices of the Asso- 
ciation. The President presided at two of the 
meetings and our former President, Mr. H. P. 
Hogben, at the other. The Hon. Secretary was 
in attendance at all the meetings. The meetings 
were well attended and dealt with matters in 
connection with the questions of County Veterin- 
ary Services and the Milk Marketing Board 
(Accredited Producers) Scheme. deputation 
attended a meeting of the special committee of 
the County Council and estimates of the fees 
which the veterinary inspectors are prepared 
to accept for the carrying out of the various 
veterinary services in the County have been sub- 
mitted. 

Finance.—The Hon. Secretary presented the 
financial statement for 1934. The report showed 


a balance of £39 4s, 3d. 


RoyAL SANITARY INSTITUTE CONGRESS, 1934 


The Hon. SeEcRETARY (Delegate at the Con- 
gress) read the following report :— 


As your delegate I attended the Congress of 
the Royal Sanitary Institute held at Bristol from 
July 9th to 14th, 1934. It was impossible for 
me to attend during the whole time, but I made 
a point of being present at most of the meetings 
of the Section of Veterinary Hygiene. The 
Section was presided over by Professor Share- 
Jones (Liverpool) and the meetings were very 
well attended; in fact, at some it was almost 
impossible to find sufficient seating accommoda- 
tion even in the large room provided. It was 
gratifying to see that the veterinary profession 
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was fairly well represented, though I still think 
the number who attend every year is only a 
small representation of those who should attend 
and who could do much at the meetings to ensure 
that the veterinary profession will receive all 
the credit due to it and will be even more largely 
used in the field of animal and human disease 
problems. 

Professor Share-Jones delivered a Presidential 
Address, his subject being ‘“ The Domestic 
Animals in relation to our Food and Industries.” 
He dealt very fully with his subject and con- 
sidered such points as the use to which by- 
products from slaughterhouses could be put, and 
the advantages to be derived by the encouraging 
of the rearing of livestock in this country rather 
than the carrying on of agriculture in general. 
He insisted on adequate legislation being intro- 
duced to deal with animals and their products. 

An interesting paper on “ Meat Inspection 
Administration ” was read by Mr. L. B. A. Grace. 
Public abattoirs were advocated but he thought 
that their construction should be on lines laid 
down by members of the veterinary profession 
who had experience in meat inspection. Mr. 
Grace criticised meat inspection as carried out 
by the smaller authorities in the country and 
thought that the County Councils should under- 
take the work. This paper was discussed very 
fuliy, sanitary inspectors criticising some of the 
remarks, especially regarding the meat inspec- 
tions as carried out in rural areas. There was 
also some discussion on inspection of 
imported meat compared with home produced 
meat, Mr. Grace giving the impression that 
imported meat was submitted to a more uniform 
inspection than took place in some districts in 
this country. 

Mr. J. R. Barker read a paper on “ The Veter- 
inary Surgeon and the Milk and Dairies Act and 
the Tuberculosis Order.” Mr. Barker referred 
to the advantages of raw whole milk and dealt 
with the methods of cattle inspection for the 
detection of tuberculosis. He advocated a 
minimum of three inspections each year and 
thought that the proper scheme to adopt was to 
encourage the rearing of cattle in disease-free 
environment. This paper gave rise to a lot of 
discussion and there was general agreement with 
the views expressed in the paper. 

The final paper in the Section was given by 
Mr. W. S. Stevens who took for his subject “A 
Plea for Intensive Action against Bovine Tuber- 
culosis.” He outlined a scheme for eradicating 
tuberculosis by the establishing of accredited 
herds and then accredited areas, beginning with 
the islands and peninsulas. He thought that 
eradication could be brought about in the country 
in about six years. Again, the discussion whic 
followed was good and agreement was expressed 
by most speakers. 

I feel that this Congress was one of the best 
I have attended as your delegate. The Section 
is doing excellent work and if it keeps up the 
standard of its discussions it will go far to keep 
the veterinary profession in the foreground. 

It is gratifying to note that the N.V.M.A. is 
now trying to arrange that delegates from its 
Divisions will be called on to speak if it is felt 
that they are conversant with the subject under 
discussion. 

Unfortunately, it was impossible for me _ to 
attend meetings of other Sections, but the pro- 
ceedings of those of Preventive Medicine and the 
Hygiene of Food make interesting reading. 

[I thank you for the opportunity you gave me 
to attend the Congress. 
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Election of Office Bearers for 1935 

The retiring President (Mr. <A. SPICER) 
intimated that the Council had unanimously 
recommended the election of Dr. A. D. McEwen 
as President for 1935 and before vacating the 
Chair paid tribute to the loyalty of the members 
during the two years he had been President. 
He was especially grateful to all those who had 
assisted him to collect the various sums of money 
for the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

Dr. McEwen then took the Chair. Before 
proceeding further with the business the newly- 
inducted PRESIDENT moved a vote of thanks to 
Mr. Spicer for the able manner in which he 
had led the Association during the past two 
years. He spoke of the great value of men 
like Mr, Spicer to the profession—men who 
not only made observations but recorded them 
for the benefit of others. The vote of thanks 
Was carried with acclamation. 

The election of office bearers was next 
‘arried out. The following were elected :— 

President.—Dr, A. D. McEwen. 

Vice-Presidents.—Messrs. A. Spicer, H. P. 
Hogben, C. Crowhurst, F. Crowhurst, E. Ebbetts 
and J. G. Cattell. 

Hon. Secretary and 
Dalling. 

Council.—Messrs,. Crowther, Dier, Gillard, T. F. 
Hogben, Marks, Morgan and C. Roberts. 

Representatives on Council, N.V.M.A.—Major 
G. W. Dunkin, Mr. A. Spicer and the Hon. Secre- 
lary. 

Hon. Auditors.—Messrs. H. Taylor A, 
Whicher. 

Representative on V.V.B.F. Council.—Major 
G. W. Dunkin. 


Treasurer.—Mr. T. 


Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund.—It 
Was agreed to renew the subscription of 
£3 3s. to the Fund and to give a donation of 
£2 2s. 

Next Meeting—The Hon, Secretary intimated 
that an invitation had been received via Mr. 
J. K. Bateman to hold the summer meeting at 
the Kennels, Northaw, Herts. It was agreed to 
accept the invitation and to leave the arrange- 
ments in the hands of the Hon, Secretary. 


Presidential Address 


Dr. A. D. MCEWEN delivered his Presidential 
Address in the following terms :— 

When I was asked by the Council of the 
South-Eastern Division whether I would be your 
President for the coming year the question came 
as a shock, the surprise was so complete. But 
the surprise, thought it remained, was quickly 
accompanied by a feeling of pleasure and these 
two emotions are still with me to-day. During 
the year of my office T shall endeavour to the 
best of my ability to justify the confidence and 
honour you have shown me. 


In my short address this afternoon I propose 
to confine my remarks chiefly to those activities 
of our profession which are concerned with 
the control of the more common contagious 
diseases of cattle, and my justification for doing 
so is the increasing attention which has been 
given to this problem as evidenced by the Report 
of the Cattle Diseases Committee of the 
Economie Advisory Council; by the increasing 
sums of public money spent on bovine tuber- 
culosis, and by the Report of the Special Com- 
mittee appointed by the National Veterinary 
Medical Association to consider the Report of 
the Jattle Diseases Committee already 
mentioned. 

The control of contagious disease should rest 
upon a secure foundation of knowledge gained 
by experience in the field and in the laboratory, 
and only upon a secure foundation will it be 
possible to construct effective methods from 
which success may be anticipated. 

Since the Tuberculosis Order of 1925 came 
into force, greater efforts to effect some control 
over bovine tuberculosis through clinical 
examination have been expended on this disease 
than on any other cattle disease. As a profes- 
sion we have never committed the error of 
over-estimating the value of this method = of 
control, but at the present time routine clinical 
examination is being borne ahead on a wave of 
popularity among milk producers—merely, Lam 
afraid, because it has been used as a means of 
implying a safety of the milk supply. But this 
implication is unwarranted and certainly has no 
secure foundation, Should we not pause and 
ask ourselves whether it is to the benefit of 
the future prestige of our work and our profes- 
sion that so much of our energies should be 
devoted to work which, wittingly or unwittingly, 
may mislead the public; and is it not our duty, 
and in the long run a wise policy, continually 
to point out not only the yalue but also the 
limitations of this work and show wherein 
imperfections may be made good? Unless this 
is done, there is the danger that increasing 
routine clinical examinations will have a retard- 
ing influence on plans of eradication based upon 
tuberculin testing. Judging from the popularity 
of schemes requiring routine clinical examina- 
tion and the comparative unpopularity of 
eradication, the effect will be to postpone the 
day of eradication unless we make it sufficiently 
clear that routine clinical inspection is, by itself, 
an imperfect thing. 

The bare outline for the control of cattle 
diseases contained in the Report of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association’s special com- 
mittee makes some significant suggestions. In 
the first place it assumes that other diseases 
besides tuberculosis may be controlled, and that, 
given adequate facilities, the general practi- 
tioner is the person who should be in a position 
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to put control measures into effective operation. 
It recommends full-time directing officers and 
laboratory workers, the practitioners through- 
out the country to be responsible for the work 
in the field. 

One can scarcely expect these recommenda- 
tions to be applied in certain counties to-day as 
far as they may concern the present clinical 
examination of bovines for tuberculosis, but it 
is not too much to hope that they may be 


applied, in the not-too-far-distant future, to other 


diseases. There are other diseases of dairy 
cattle which cause far greater loss to the herds 
than tuberculosis and which, I believe, are 
more amenable to effectual and relatively cheap 
control. Two of the diseases I have more par- 
ticularly in mind are contagious abortion and 
mastitis. 

I trust that our National Veterinary Medical 
Association will amplify and detail its schemes 
und continue to press for the necessary facili- 
ties to give the recommendations trial. One of 
the significant matters which emerge from the 
Report is the acceptance of the principle of 
uniformity and discipline in dealing with 
diseases, which up to the present each of us 
may have had to contend with on his own 
initiative. But conformity, even to an imperfect 
plan, is more caleulated to yield information 
and results than no plan at all. With a plan, 
mistakes may be found and rectified; but with 
no plan, there is little chance of real progress. 

The private practitioner accepting and work- 
ing schemes for disease control must surrender 
some of his liberty of action and possibly of 
expression, but he can probably afford to do so 
without any moral loss, the rest of his work 
being so varied and calling for such constant 
individual interpretation and initiative. It is 
the whole-time officer, confining his activities 
to a necessarily limited range of work, who is 
in danger and must guard against loss of initia- 
tive and a narrowing of his interests. For this 
reason it is probably not desirable that too great 
«a number of our graduates, particularly our 
younger graduates, should become whole-time 
officers employed almost exclusively on a 
restricted type of control work. 

Lastly, may I say a few words regarding 
research. In the past the researches carried 
out by our profession in this country have been 
confined almost exclusively to infectious and 
contagious disease. This has been very neces- 
sary and proper, but there has been, I believe, 
a tendency to approach disease problems too 
exclusively from the standpoint of the bacteri- 
ologist. There are diseases directly caused by 
bacteria where the dietitian, the hygienist or 
possibly the geneticist may have the first and 
last word regarding control or prevention, and 
the bacteriologist merely contribute his special- 
ised quota of information. May we look forward 


to the day when in all matters relating to 
animal husbandry the agriculturalist will turn 
to the veterinarian for guidance. For that we 
shall require a widening of the field in which 
veterinarians may research and specialise, and 
every encouragement should be given to our 
younger veterinarians to study in those fields 
of animal husbandry which in the past have 
been regarded as the prerogative of the agricul- 
tural dietitian, the dairy expert, the geneticist 
and others. Let us endeavour to expand the 
range of post-graduate scholarship to those 
fields to which we, as a profession, should be 
able to bring the assistance of a wider general 
knowledge of animal health and disease and a 
more critical outlook than is possessed by 
others, so that we may ultimately permeate the 
entire range of the activities of the animal 
industry to the prosperity of agriculture and 
the advancement of science. 

A short discussion ensued, to which the 
PRESIDENT made suitable reply. 

T. DALLING, Hon. Secrelary. 


In Parliament 


The following questions and answers have been 
recorded in the House of Commons recently :— 


GLASGOW VETERINARY COLLEGE 


Mr. MAxton asked the Secretary of State for 
Scotland whether, having regard to the work 
done by the Glasgow Veterinary College, he will 
place it on the same footing as the Edinburgh 
college as regards Government grants? 

Sir G. CoLuins: State grants were formerly 
given to the Glasgow Veterinary College but as 
there did not appear to be a need for two State- 
aided Veterinary Colleges in Scotland, it was 
decided in 1923 to discontinue the grant to this 
College. The decision was subsequently sup- 
ported by the majority of the Departmental Com- 
mittee appointed in 1924 to consider and advise 
regarding the general organisation and finance 
of agricultural education and research in Scot- 
land. I see no reason for departure from the 
decision then arrived at. 

Mr. Maxon: Is the right hon. Gentleman aware 
that those decisions were taken 12 years ago 
and that the Glasgow College still continues and 
has practically the same number of students as 
the Edinburgh College? Does he not think that 
steps should be taken to put both Colleges on 
the same footing? 

Sir G. The circumstances which 
caused the decision to be taken in 1924 still 
remain so far as I understand, and I do not think 
there is a necessity for two State veterinary 
colleges in Scotland at the present time. 


CATTLE (TUBERCULOSIS) 

Mr. Groves asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether he has received any information as to 
the experiments conducted by the Government 
of Northern’ Ireland connection with 
Spahlinger’s vaccine for tuberculosis in cattle; 
and, if so, whether he can give any information 
regarding those experiments? 

Mr. Exvuior: I have no definite information 
concerning these experiments later than the 
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interim report which was published in The 
Veterinary Record of December 17th, 1932. | 
understand that the final report will be published 
at an early date. 


H#&MOLYTIC STREPTOCOCCUS 


Mr. Groves asked the Minister of Health how 
many types of hemolytic streptococcus have been 
identified; whether particular types are assigned 
to particular diseases; and, what is the official 
explanation of the fact that four different types 
of the hemolytic streptococcus have been found 
in cases of acute tonsillitis in Essex during 1934? 

Sir H. Youna: The answer to the first part 
of the question is that up to the present 28 
different types of hemolytic streptococcus have 
been identified. As regards the second part, the 
answer is in the negative, but I am advised that 
certain types are more frequently associated 


with particular clinical manifestations, for 
instance, scarlet fever. As regards the third part, 
am advised that nearly all the types of the 


streptococcus identified can cause acute inflam- 
mation of the throat and tonsils. 


ANIMALS (SLAUGHTER) 


Mr. RANKIN asked the Minister of Agriculture 
the policy of his Department in regard to the 
better centralisation of the slaughter of animals, 
especially in large towns? 

Ir. ELuiot: The Government policy on this 
subject was indicated in the White Paper on the 
Livestock Situation (Cmd. 4651), issued in July 
last, which stated that the Government regard a 
reform of the marketing and slaughtering systems 
with a view to better economy and efficiency 
as indispensable to the permanent prosperity of 
the livestock industry. I cannot at present add 
to this statement. So far as concerns the technical 
aspect of the question, there is available the 
report of the Committee on Abattoir Design, 
which considered, under the chairmanship of 
Sir Francis Boys, the.technical requirements of 
factory abattoirs in the light of modern practice 
at home and abroad. 


AGRICULTURE (IMPORTED CATTLE) 


Major Owen asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether he is prepared to take action to ensure 
that cattle imported from Northern Ireland, the 
Irish Free State, and other overseas sources for 
breeding or dairying purposes shall in future 
be subjected to the tuberculin test at the port of 
embarkation, and that only animals accompanied 
by certificates to the effect that they have 
successfully passed the test shall be allowed to 
land at ports in England, Scotland and Wales? 

The MINISTER of AGRICULTURE (Mr. Elliot): I 
am informed that there is no reason to believe 
that tuberculosis is more prevalent among im- 
ported cattle than in native stock. I am also 
advised that the absence of reaction to a single 
test does not necessarily indicate freedom from 
tuberculosis. Having regard to these and other 
considerations I regret I am unable to adopt the 
hon. and gallant Member’s suggestion. 

Major Owen: If it is a fact that when cattle 
are exported from this country to foreign coun- 
tries they have to carry with them a certificate 
that they are free from tubercuiosis, why cannot 
we adopt similar regulations in this country with 
regard to cattle from other lands? 

Mr. E.tuior: There are a great number of con- 
siderations into which I am afraid I should be 
unable to enter at present, 
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HEAVY HoRSE BREEDING 


Mr. HALL-Caine asked the Minister of Agri- 
culture whether his attention has been called to 
the fact that Flemish draught horses are being 
sold in this country in substantial quantities; 
what proportion of the 3,163 horses imported 
during the first four months of this year was 
accounted for by draught horses; what is the 
present amount of grant accorded by his Depart- 
ment to the breeding of heavy horses in this 
country; and whether he is satisfied that it is 
sufficient to deal with the increasing menace to 
the horse-breeding industry in this country from 
the importation of foreign horses? 


Mr. Evuior: I am aware that total imports of 
horses, particularly from Belgium, have increased 
in recent months compared with the correspond- 
ing period of last year, but the information at 
iny disposal does not enable me to say what 
proportion of these imports consists of draught 
horses. The grants that will be made during the 
current financial year in connection with heavy 
horse breeding will amount to ¢€11,250. I have 
no reason to think that this is insufficient to 
achieve the objects for which the grants are 
made, namely, to assist farmers by providing 
good class stallions at moderate service fees with 
a view to the improvement of heavy horse breed- 
ing in this country. 


Captain Her_Gcers: Is not my right hon. Friend 
aware that some horses eat less and work twice 
as fast as the Flemish draught horses, and will 
he not do something to prevent this unnecessary 
competition? 

Mr. PETHERICK: Can my right hon, Friend say 
whether any subsidy or grant is given by the 


Belgian Government to the breeders of these 
horses? 

Mr. should require notice of that 
question. 


PouLtRy INDUSTRY 
Sir T. RossoruAm asked the Minister of Agri- 
culture whether he has yet received any market- 
ing scheme from the poultry industry founded 
on the Poultry Commission report? 


Mr. Exvuior: No, Sir. understand that the 
question of submission of a scheme, which must 
of course be made by or on behalf of producers 
in the industry, is under consideration by a joint 
committee of the National Farmers’ Union and the 
National Poultry Council. 


“DICK” COLLEGE ATHLETIC CLUB 
As a result of the Summer Fair and Carnival 
held within the grounds of the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College on June tst, the fund which 
is being raised to purchase a field for the Athletic 
Club was augmented by nearly ¢300. The Fair, 


which ras favoured with excellent weather, 
attracted a large attendance of students and 


friends, and proved an unqualified success. To 
all who assisted in producing this highly satis- 
factory result, the Committee desires to tender 
sincere thanks. 

The arrangements for the Fair were ably 
carried out by a Ladies’ Committee and by the 
students under the Convenorship of Professor 
Mitchell and Mr. R. J. O'Neill. 

The opening Ceremony was performed by 
Principal 0. Charnock Bradley. 

A. C.. 
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Notes and News 
Diary of Events 


June 19th.—Meeting of the Lancashire Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Buxton, 2 p.m. 

June 19th.—Meeting of the West of Scotland 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Glasgow. 

June 22nd.—Meeting of the North of England 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Neweastle- 
on-Tyne, 3 p.m. 

June 24th.—Fees due for July Examinations, 
R.C.V.S. 

June 26th.—Meeting of the Western Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Liskeard, 
Cornwall. 

June 26th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 27th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 28th.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 

June 29th.—Meeting of the Scottish Metropoli- 
tan Division, N.V.M.A., at Perth, 

June 30th._-Final date for payment of Annual 
Fees to R.C.V.S. 

July ist.-R.C.V.S. Diploma Examinations 
begin. 

July Sth.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, at 
4 p.m. 

July 29th—August 2nd: N.V.M.A, Congress at 
Belfast. 

August 24th.—Last date for entries for Jubilee 
Memorial Prize Examination. 

Sept. 24th to 25th.—Jubilee Memorial Prize 
Yxamination. 


R.C.V.S. LUNCHEON 


Veterinary Science: Representation on the 
Agricultural Research Council 


Sir F. GowLAND HOPKINS AND THE “ EARLY 
REMOVAL OF AN ANOMALY” 

Replying to the toast of “ Our Guests ” at the 
Annual Dinner of the Royal College of Vete'r- 
inary Surgeons, held at the Connaught Rooms, 
W.C.1, on June 6th, Sir F. Gowland Hopkins, 
o.M., President of the Royal Society, made the 
important and gratifying announcement that at 
no distant date the profession would hear of 
the nomination to membership of the Agricul- 
tural Research Council of one “ specially chosen 
for his knowledge of the sciences underlying the 
diseases of animats” whereby “the anomaly 
that there has been no direct representation of 
veterinary science on that important body would 


‘be corrected.” 


The position existing hitherto has been so 
deeply felt a source of dissatisfaction to the 
profession that Sir Frederick’s statement in this 
connection must be regarded as the outstanding 
feature of the function at which it was made, 


THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH 

The admirable speech made at the Luncheon 
by the President, Mr. R. C. Locke, also contained 
Inany features which render the judgment 
“worthy of the occasion” no platitudin- 
ous one, Indeed, few post-luncheon 
speakers cun have achieved the unusual so 
thoroughly in compressing a world of meaning 
in a paragraph, as did Mr. Locke in his 
expression of the hope that * the various Public 
Health Acts, will without much further delay 
(italics ours) be consolidated—into a great 
sanitary code, based on modern scientific Know- 
ledge, and giving to each of those professions 
Whose services are called upon to carry out the 
required duties, its proper sphere and its proper 
status.” Even more briefly, may restriction and 
usurpation of our province soon be a thing of 
the past. 


‘ro ANIMAL CHARITIES 

One other aspect of the President’s speech 
was well worthy of wider publicity (which we 
are gratified to see has been accorded to it) 
than is possible through the medium of the 
Veterinary Press, in his suggestion that there 
should) be some central organisation for 
allocating gifts to charities and hospitals con- 
cerned with animal welfare, 

It was disheartening, he said, that, while the 
establishment and equipment of veterinary 
research institutes and = veterinary hospitals 
scarcely ever benefited by the large legacies left 
by animal-loving men, and particularly women, 
thousands of pounds were frittered away 
annually in the support of institutions run by 
unqualified people whose main labours seemed 
to be the destruction in lethal chambers of 
small animal life, not infrequently by methods 
of doubtful efficacy. If only there could be a 
charity organisation society for animal charities, 
or preferably, perhaps, a King George’s fund 
for animal hospitals, to which the charitably 
inclined might direct their legacies for proper 
distribution under enlightened guidance, how 
much better would the gifts of the benevolent 
be husbanded, and what a help it would be 
towards the goal they all had before them—the 
prevention of all unnecessary suffering in 
animals. 

The President’s call for a co-ordination of 
the work of the large number of charitable 
societies devoted to the welfare and protection 
of animals calls attention to a long overdue 
reform, and readers of these columns will need 
no assurance of our readiness to echo his con- 
cluding words: “Is it too much to hope that 
in these enlightened days, the view will 
gradually gain ground among those who desire 
to help ‘our dumb friends,’ that their charity 
should be directed to assist those institutions 
which are properly staffed by qualified surgeons, 
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so that on the one hand the search for means 
of prevention of animal diseases may be 
udvanced, and on the other that the animals 
of the poor may have as efficient attention 
as the animals of the rich?” 

A full report of the Luncheon will appear in 
aun early issue. 
THE BELFAST MEETING 
Laboratory Demonstration 

Through the courtesy of the University and 
of Professor Kmeleus, the use of a laboratory 
in proximity to the Lecture Hall has been placed 
at the disposal of the Provisional Committee 
of Congress, N.V.M.A. 

During Congress week, a number of museum 
specimens will be on view and the following 
routine laboratory procedures will) be demon- 
strated :— 


(1) Agglutination tests for -bacillary 
white diarrheea and contagious bovine 
abortion. 


(2) Examination of freces for worm eggs 
coccidia. 

(3) Bacterial standards and 
employed in connection with the 
Milk Scheme in Northern Treland, 

(4) Anemia in pigs. Hemoglobin esti- 
ations, ete, 

For the convenience of members, demonstra- 
tors will be available in the laboratory from 
10 a.m. till 4.30 p.m. daily from Monday until 
Friday. 


Combined Anwsthesia and Surgical 
Demonstrations 


Mr. J. Ewing Johnston has kindly placed at 
the disposal of the Provisional Committee his 
infirmary in May Street for the carrying out 
of the following operations and = demonstra- 
tions 

Bu Professor Wright, London: (a) Ether- 
oxygen amesthesia in the cat, with operation ; 
(b) Intravenous Nembutal anesthesia in the 
dog, with an appropriate operation, 

By Professor Mitchell, Edinburgh.—Aw opera- 
tion on the horse (subject to be determined). 

By Professor Browne, Dublin. —- Lumbar 
anesthesia in the bovine (if a suitable subject 
is available). 

The Operations and Demonstrations will com- 
mence at 2.30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 30th. 


Visit to City Abattoir 

A visit to the City Abattoir, by kind per- 
mission of the City Veterinarian, Captain Alex. 
McLean, has been arranged for the afternoon 
of Monday, July 29th, at 8 p.m. 

Members, especially those engaged in Meat 
Inspection and Public Health work, will find 
this visit most interesting. The Belfast 


methods 
Graded 
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Abattoir, always up to date, has lately been 
extended to deal with an increased slaughter 
of swine by the most modern methods, 


Golf Competitions 

Arrangements have now been completed in 
connection with the Golf Competitions to be 
held at Belfast for the “Simpson” and 
Dunkin” Trophies. 

The Competitions will be held at the Knock 
Golf Club, Belfast, on Tuesday, July 380th. 
Facilities have been arranged at this Club for 
members to play during the Congress. Both 
Competitions will be decided on 18 holes medal 
play, limit of Handicap for men 18, and L.G.U. 
Handicap for ladies to be produced on request. 

The “ Dunkin” Trophy for ladies will be 
played for at 10 a.m., and the trophy is held 
by the winner for one year. A> prize to the 
runner-up will be given by Mrs. R. Simpson. 
The entrance fee for the Competition is 2s, 6d. 
and there will be an optional sweepstake of 
2s, 6d. 

The Simpson Trophy will be played for on the 
sume day at 2.30 p.m. The winner will hold 
the Trophy for one year and receive the silver 
medal presented by Dr. O. C. Bradley, the 
runner-up to receive a silver spoon. This Com- 
petition is open to members of the Association 
and the entrance fee is 5s., with an optional 
sweepstake of 2s. 6d. 

It is hoped that there will be a large entry 
for both these Competitions, as all the entry 
money received is devoted to the funds of the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent) Fund. 

Entries should be forwarded to Mr. R. Simp- 
son, the Courts, Carlisle, or notified to him 
on Monday, July 29th, at The Grand Central 
Hotel, Belfast. 
PERSONAL 
KING’s JUBILEE MEDAL FOR PRESIDENT, KR.C.V.S. 

We have the pleasure to announce that amongst 
the recipients of the’ King’s Jubilee Medal is 
Mr. G. H. Locke, M.r.c.v.s., as the President of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons during 
His Majesty’s Jubilee Year. 


Corrigendum.--We regret that, through faulty 
announcement in the source of eur information, 
our notice of the Birthday Honours gave Major- 
General Tapley as the recipient of the K.C.B., 
whereas he was awarded the C.B. (Companion 
of the Order of the Bath-—not Knight Commander). 


Birth.—Taytor: On June ist, to Mr. and Mrs. 
E. L. Taylor (qualified as Miss E. G. Knight), 
of “The Mu,” Brook, Albury, near Guildford; 
a son. 


Will--Mrs. Amy Grace’ Beatrice Herron 
Proffitt, of Woking, who died on February 26th. 
widow of John Proffitt, of Victoria Street, S.W.. 
and Woking, left estate of the gross value of 
£44,018, with net personalty £37,292. After a 
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number of bequests she left the residue of the 
property :— 

As to one moiety to the Royal Veterinary 
College, Great College Street, N.W., and one 
moiety to the Home of Rest for Horses, Crickle- 
wood, N.W. 

* 


R.C.V.S. OBITUAR 


Tuompson, William Norman, 4, Oseney 
Crescent, N.W.5. Graduated London, May 17th, 
1895; died June 5th, 1935, aged 62 years. 


R.C.V.S. Oprruary List CorRECTION 


The note with regard to Major R. Tindle pub- 
lished under this head in our last issue is, we 
are glad to say, incorrect. The information was 
supplied to us by the Registrar of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, who informs 
us that it was based on a letter received by 
him in which he had every reason to place 
credence. We are happy to say that Major Tindle 
is alive and in good health, and we apologise 
for any inconvenience which the announcement 
may have caused him. 

a ok 


OBITUARY 


Orr.—On June 8th at the Middlesex County 
Hospital, Dorothy Elleline, wife of Arthur B. 
Orr, B.SC., M.R.C.V.S., Of 63, Moat Drive, Harrow. 

* a 


IRISH VETERINARY COUNCIL 


At a meeting of the Veterinary Council, held in 
Dublin, Professor J. J. O’Connor was unanimously 
re-elected President of the Council, and Mr. P. 
Dolan, hon. treasurer. 

The following committees were appointed: 
Standing and Penal Cases—Professor J. F, Craig, 
Mr. P. F. Dolan, and the President. Finance— 
Professor J. F. Craig, Mr. P. F. Dolan, and the 
President. 

Mr. P. F. Dolan, M.R.Cc.Vv.S., D.V.S.M., Dublin, was 
declared a general elected member, and Professor 
J. J. O'Connor, M.R.c.v.s., Dublin, a limited elected 
member, both for a period of four years. 


ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 


At a recent meeting of the Council of the Royal 
Agricultural Society it was decided to nominate 
Sir Merrik Burrell for election as president of 
the society in 1936. Sir Merrik is Chairman 
of the veterinary and research committees of 
the society. He is also Chairman of the Council 
of Agriculture for England and Chairman of the 
Governors of the Royal Veterinary College. ' 

The gold medal of the Royal Agricultural 
Society is to be offered this year to Lord Ernle. 
The medal is given in recognition of services 
rendered to the agricultural industry generally. 

* * * * 
ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

LONDON GAZETTE—WaR OFFICE—REGULAR ARMY 


June 7th.—Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. T. S. Green, 
T.D., having attained the age limit retires and 
retains his rank, with permission to wear the 
prescribed uniform (May 17th); Captain A. C. 
Shuttleworth, from T.A. Res. of Off., to be Captain 
(March 14th). 


LONDON CART HORSE PARADE 


The uncertain weather of Whit-Monday, which 
made Londoners hesitate to venture far afield, 
made an even larger number of them than usual 
decide to visit Regent’s Park for the primary 
purpose of witnessing the parade of London cart 


horses. Their faith in the capacity of the animals 
and turn-outs to provide them with an after- 
noon’s admiration, interest and enjoyment proved 
amply justified, and all were loud in their praise 
of the procession, two miles in length, which 
drove past the stand where, amid much cheering, 
the prizes were distributed by Sir Walter and 
Lady Gilbey. Sir Walter Gilbey is president of 
the London Cart Horse Parade Society, and he 
has been pes at all the 45 parades which 
have been held since the society began its work. 

Visitors were impressed by the quality of 
London’s heavy horses, and the drivers had cer- 
tainly spared no pains to show both horses and 
vehicles at their best. In addition to the ordinary 
prizes, premiums and medals were given by the 
Shire Horse and Suffolk Horse Societies; and each 
first-prize winner received a_ silver medal in 
commemoration of the King’s Silver Jubilee. 
Sixty-four drivers who had been in the employ- 
ment of the same firm for 25 years or more 
received awards for long service and good 
character. The Isabel Constable Prize went to 
Arthur Cook, employed by T. Moy, Limited, for 
50 years. Special premiums were also awarded 
to Charles Carter and R. Small, for 48 and 47 
years respectively in the employment of Rickett, 
Cockerell and Co., Limited. 


GRANTS FOR HORSE-BREEDING 


At the society’s luncheon Sir Walter Gilbey 
commented with satisfaction on the fact that the 
entries of horses were greater than for several 
years. This parade, he said, proved that even in 
London the heayy horse still played an important 
part in transport. There was now a better 
demand in this country for heavy and other 
horses than for many years, which showed that 
the value of the horse was at last being recog- 
nised by the public. 

The new Prime Minister, he continued, had 
said that he wished to help agriculture. One 
good way of doing this would be for the Govern- 
ment to give bigger grants to the horse-breeding 
societies. The present grants were ridiculously 
small in comparison with those given in other 
countries. If the Government had not the 
money with which to do this they could easily 
find the necessary funds by legalising lotteries. 
They could no more stop betting than they could 
stop the tides, and it would be better to have 
betting put on a proper basis. 

Field-Marshal Lord Milne replied on behalf of 
the judges. 

CHANGES IN OUR MEAT SUPPLY 

“ Considerable changes have taken place in 
recent years in our meat supply,” said Sir E,. J. 
Russell in the course of his recent Chadwick 
Lecture on “ Modern Changes in Food Produc- 
tion: Their Influence on our Sources of Supply.” 
“The pastures and grazing lands of the new 
countries, and of the British Empire in particular, 
have been much improved by the use of 
fertilisers, notably of superphosphate, and by 
the introduction of new grasses and clovers 
capable of withstanding dry summers. In con- 
sequence the stock-carrying capacity has been 
much increased. Once this is done it becomes 
possible to improve the animals—it is, of course, 
useless to attempt improvement till the more 
exacting food requirements of the better types 
of animals can be satisfied. At the same time 
refrigerator transport has been greatly improved 
and laboratories have been set up in this country 
for ascertaining the precise conditions required 
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for transport of perishable foods without 
deterioration. Very great success has been 
achieved, and foods like lamb, butter, fruit, can 
be carried from the most distant countries and 
yet reach our markets in perfect conditions.” 


H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE PUBLICATIONS 


The undermentioned have been published 
ee one Copies can be purchased through any 
bookseller, or directly from H.M. Stationery 
Office, at the following addresses: London: 
Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2, and 28, a 
don Street, S.W.1; Cardiff: . St. Andrew 
Crescent; Manchester: York Street; ndiahergh: 
120, George Street. 

Price Post 

Net. Free. 

s.d. s.d. 
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES, 

MINISTRY OF:— 

Dairy Cattle, Register of :— 
Vol. XVIII. (1) Milk- 
Recorded Cows in 
respect of which Certi- 
ficates of Merit have 
been awarded the 
Ministry. (2) Pedigree 
Bulls whose dams and 
sires’ dams have given 
the standard yield for 

their breed. (24-22-18) 1 0 1 38 
RULES AND ORDERS, 

52. Anthrax Prevention. 
Importation of Goat Hair 0 2 QO 23 
COMMAND PAPERS :— 
'4912.| Poisons Board. Report, 
dated May 29th, 1935, of 
the Poisons Board in regard 
to the Poisons List and 
Draft Poisons Rules prepared 
in accordance’ with the 
Pharmacy and ‘Poisons Act, 


1933 ane a @ 8 
TUBERCULOUS COW: COMPENSATION 
WITHHELD 


At a recent meeting of Herefordshire Diseases 
of Animals Committee, the County Veterinary 
Officer (Dr. J. A. Wilsdon) recommended that 
the usual compensation should be withheld from 
a Leominster farmer who had been fined £5 and 
costs for exposing for sale at Leominster Market 
a cow in an advanced state of tuberculosis. 

Alderman E. W. Langford said it was not for 
the Committee to be vindictive. The man, who, 
he understood, was farming in a small way, 
had been prosecuted and fined heavily. That 
was a sufficient deterrent. 

The County Veterinary Officer stated that he 
was not against farmers, but this man did not 
show him this particular cow when he inspected 
his stock 19 days before its entry at Leominster 
Market. He asked to see all the cows on the 
farm, but this cow was kept back. 

Alderman Langford said he understood that the 
cow had been in Hereford market before being 
entered at Leominster market, and in that case it 
could not have been very bad. 

The County Veterinary Officer replied that 
the animal was in an advanced state and was 
worth only 30s. The owner could produce no 


evidence that the cow had been at Hereford 
market. 

Mr. F. L. Hall said that if people were going 
to try and prevent the officer from seeing their 


animals it was a waste of public money to employ 
a veterinary officer. 

An amendment to the recommendation, pro- 
posed by Alderman Langford and seconded by 
Mr. Price, that compensation be paid, was 
defeated. 


Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 


* * * * + 


GRUNTING IN HORSES 
To THE EpItor oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I am sorry my letter published in The 
Veterinary Record of May 25th was not quite 
clear to Mr. Railton. With your permission, | 
will try to elucidate the points he raised. 

In the first place, his experience and opinion 
tends to support the view that until the exact 
pathology of grunting is known, the question of 
fear cannot well be ruled out. It is quite within 
the range of reason to believe that certain mares 
may be hypersensitive of the post-abdominal 
region and grunt at the threat of the stick. If 
Mr. Railton has had any experience of loading 
horses loose in trucks when it is necessary to 
pack them closely, he will have noticed that at 
times’ mares will grunt prodded or 
threatened from the rear. It may be of interest 
here to refer to those _ persons | 
negroes) who are termed “ goosey. hould they 
be touched by the hand or a stick in the region 
of the coccyx they will not only emit sounds 
varying from a deep grunt or yell, but will 
involuntarily give vent to that which is passing 
through their minds at the moment. I have seen 
many amusing, and some very embarrassing 
incidents when some sprite has made the victim 
respond for the benefit of the company. 

The os to be placed on the passage 
quoted by Railton is that in places where 
it is not customary to grunt horses prior to pur- 
chase, one does not meet with cases of grunting 
except when there is definite unsoundness of 
wind, and that where it is commonly practised, 
one does meet with grunting in horses that give 
no evidence of unsound wind during the most 
severe test. I respectfully submit that in such 
cases fear may be the cause of the grunt. 

Trusting that I have succeeded in making the 
matter quite clear. 

I am, Sir, 
Faithfully yours, 
Rea. F. WALL. 
Roughdown Rise, 
Roughdown, 
Boxmoor, Herts. 
June 4th. 1935. 


To THE OF THE Recow 


Sir,—I must apologise to Professor Macqueen 
for having misread his concluding remarks-—and 
I am pleased he agrees with my statement that, 
until we can point to a definite pathological 
lesion, grunting is NOT an unsoundness. 

Your faithfully, 


J. P. RAILTON. 
The White House, 
Kington, 
Herefordshire. 
June 10th, 1935. 
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| TUBERCULOSIS, OF THE HIP-JOINT IN A R.C.V.S. COUNCIL ELECTION 

} CAIRN TERRIER To the 686 members of the profession who 


recorded a vote in my favour at the recent clec- 


C 


Sir,—I intended that my last letter on _ this thanks. During the next four years I will 
f subject should be a final one, but unfortunately endeavour to fulfil the trust placed in me. 
Mr. Barrett now makes allegations which I have Joun Ho.royp. 
lo correct. Blackburn. 


If he refers to the original article, he will | June 7th, 1935 

see that the diagnosis was not made by me, not | . 

even of the now-alleged statement that the case | . ‘ 
| To the Fellows and Members of the Royal 
| College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Ladies and Gcntlemen,—!I beg to tender my 


‘ was one of Von Perthe. It would be interesting 
to know how Mr. Barrett would diagnose the 
case without the assistance of the X-ray. 


At no time was any attempt made to defend very sincere thanks to all those, and specially 
the erroneous title of the article. his was cor- mbers. w 
overseas members, who so kindly supported me 
rected at the earliest possible moment. | As at the last election to the Council of the Royal 
pointed out in my first letter, | considered College of Veterinary Surgeons _ 
ignoring Mr. Barrett’s queries in the same way It has been and always will be my earnest 
as some time ago [ ignored another corre- desire to serve our profession to the best of 
spondent who adopted a similar line of criticism my ability. oi ’ 

regarding sloughing and _ abscess’ formation Yours gratefully 
following calcium injections, and subsequent D. Youna 
i . Te 


developments have shown that I was not the only — | 


one who had these experiences. | 39, Charterhouse Chambers, 


Charterhouse Square, 


Electrical treatment was carried out on my | Smithfield Markets, 
advice, as the owner visited one “ with exten- 
sive experience of canine practice” and he had 
{ advised it, and she wished it to be tried. June 5th, 1935. 
Whilst I am sure that many members of both ‘ 
4 the medical and veterinary professions will dis- Ladies and Gentlemen,—I desire to convey my 
agree with Mr. Barrett’s remarks about the | thanks to those members of the profession who 
, benefits of this treatment, as a surgeon I am very kindly gave me their support by recording 
inclined to agree with him: and although to keep their votes in my favour at the recent election 
up with competition one has to have these elec- of the Council of the Royal College of Veter- 
" trical gadgets, I must say that I regard a lot of inary Surgeons. 
their alleged benefits as “ eyewash. Yours faithfully, 
Yours faithfully, Wm. WALLACE PEGGIE. 
J. F. D. Terr, F.n.c.v.s. Nithsdale, 
Winchester. | Biggar, Lanarkshire. 
* June 10th, 1935. | June 10th, 1935. 


Diseases of :Animals Acts 
SUMMARY OF RETURNS 


Foot- | 
Anthrax. and-Mouth | Parasitic§ | Sheep | Swine 
| Disease. ] Mange. | Scab. Fever. 
Animals | Out- | | 
slaugh- breaks | 
Out- Out- tered as | reported Out-  Qut- Swine 
Period. breaks Animals | breaks diseased | by the} Animals| breaks breaks  slaugh- 
con- attacked. | con- or ex- | Local |attacked.| con- con- _ tered. 
firmed. | firmed. posed to 'Authori- firmed. firmed. 
| infection. ties. | 
No. | No. No. No. | No. No. | No. | No. No. 
Period 16th to May, 1935 20 2 4 3 90 38 
; Corresponding period in | 
1934 eve eae 17 19 3 3 9 106 79 
1933 10 10 | 2 189 1 | 9 121 80 
1932 kee 23 27 — | 6 8 2 | 94 41 
Total Ist January to Sist | 
May, 1935 187 210 (32 10,109 64 97 178 753 «(350 
Corresponding period in | | | 
202 | 214 2 93 129 24 | #689 | 403 
1933 oes soe a 1538 173 | 56 | 5,350 | 90 163 197 | 665 | 346 
1932 one 204 | 259 3 358 72 125 127 | 907 | 418. 


Nore.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. § Excluding outbreaks in Army Horses. 


To THE EpiTor oF THE VETERS — 

| 


